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PREFACE 

 

Bliaspora ᶸ 

  Bliaspora is the dispersion of Black people from Africa throughout the world.  Due to the 

Arab and Transatlantic slave trades Black people have been dispersed throughout the world, 

these groups of people of African descent reshaped the political, economic, and culture of 

nations for centuries. Although millions of Blacks were forced into slavery, many others 

voluntarily migrated from Africa for promises of a better life elsewhere. 

 

Black 360° Five 
ᶸ 

  Black 360° Five is like Pan Africanism which celebrates and recognizes the various 

nationalities and cultures within the Black community 365 days a year. 

 

Black History Month  
  Bliaspora and Black 360° Five were created from the stagnation of Black history 

month.  Year after year Black history month repeatedly discusses the first in the African 

American communities, civil rights, and slavery.  The narrative of Black people is not the same, 

black history month completely ignores Africans, Afro-Caribbeanôs, and Afro-Latinos who are 

an integral part and are embedded in African American history and are not discussed.  Amongst 

many Afro-Caribbeanôs a separate month in June to discuss their history is picking up steam, 

with that frustration being comprehensible. Whether the cultural difference within the Black 

community is small or large the conversations should be discussed.  W.E.B. Dubois, Stokely 

Carmichael, Marcus Garvey, Colin Powell, and Barack Obama are all prominent names 

mentioned throughout Black history, but it is unfortunate they are labeled Afro-American and 

not Afro-Caribbean or African.  People can fit into multiple categories since all five men 

mentioned are also of African descent, however, among several Afro-Americans foreign Black 

people are not considered as black.   Bliaspora is designed to change the narrative of Black 

history and teach the differences amongst blacks.  For too long, the accomplishments of people 

who are African or African descent have been denied due to the Eurocentric view and/or racism.   
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Accomplishments Denied 

    Eurocentric is reflecting a tendency to interpret the world in terms of European or Anglo-

American values and experiences. Racism is the prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism 

directed against someone of a different race based on the belief that oneôs own race is superior. 

Examples of Eurocentric views would be the depiction of Jesus Christ as white with long straight 

hair or Ancient Egyptians depicted as white in movies and other media. These Eurocentric views  

and racism go hand in hand and is the justification of Europeans enslaving Africans since they 

were viewed as inferior. The view by many in Europe denied the accomplishment of Africans 

building monumental structures throughout Africa that include the pyramids in Ancient Egypt, 

Kush, or structures built in Great Zimbabwe. The Dark Continent that Europeans called had no 

history, that further justified slavery, or in some case attempted to give the credit to themselves 

for the monuments that were constructed. British historian Hugh Trevor-Roper went on record as 

saying: ñPerhaps in the future there will be some African history to teach. But at present there is 

none, only the history of Europeans in Africa. The rest is darkness.ò  

The concept of denying oneôs culture or race can be seen in former Spanish colonies were 

importing of Europeans to ñwhitenò the population is also known as blanqueamiento .  In some 

Spanish countries the forefathers were whitened to get rid of the African features in sculptures 

and paintings. Why are the accomplishments of the Haitian Revolution where a slave population 

defeated three superpowers of the French, British, and Spanish after a thirteen-year grueling 

rebellion just brushed aside? Or that the largest fortress in the Western Hemisphere lays on top of 

a mountain in Haiti. Citadelle Laferrière is a mountain top fortress constructed by former slaves 

in Haiti to fend off a possible attack from France to reinstitute slavery, some say the 8th wonder 

of the world. The biggest lie Ancient Egypt, like mentioned earlier, in most cinema Ancient 

Egyptians are portrayed as lighter skinned with straight hair. Why are the noses of statues broken 

off, was it done to hide the African features of this once great civilization?  Vivant Denon was a 

French artist, diplomat, writer, and archeologist noted. 

 

ñ...Though its proportions are colossal, the outline is pure and graceful; the 

expression of the head is mild, gracious, and tranquil; the character is 

African, but the mouth, and lips of which are thick, has a softness and 

delicacy of execution truly admirable; it seems real life and flesh. Art must 

have been at a high pitch when this monument was executed; for, if the 

head wants what is called style, that is the say, the straight and bold lines 

which give expression to the figures under which the Greeks have 

designated their deities, yet sufficient justice has been rendered to the fine 

simplicity and character of nature which is displayed in this figure...ò 

 

Another Frenchmen, Constantine de Volney, was a nobleman, philosopher, historian, 

orientalist, politician, and abolitionist wrote. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hugh-Trevor-Roper-Baron-Dacre-of-Glanton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blanqueamiento
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haitian_Revolution
http://www.citadellelaferriere.com/
https://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/why-are-noses-missing-so-many-egyptian-statues-007493
https://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/why-are-noses-missing-so-many-egyptian-statues-007493
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivant_Denon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantin_Fran%C3%A7ois_de_Chasseb%C5%93uf,_comte_de_Volney
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ñAll the Egyptians have a bloated face, puffed-up eyes, flat nose, thick lips 

ï in a word, the true face of the mulatto. I was tempted to attribute it to the 

climate, but when I visited the Sphinx, its appearance gave me the key to the 

riddle. On seeing that head, typically Negro in all its features, I 

remembered the remarkable passage where Herodotus says:  

óAs for me, I judge the Colchians to be a colony of the Egyptians 

because, like them, they are Black with woolly hair.ô 

ñIn other words, the Ancient Egyptians were true Negroes of the same type 

as all native-born Africans. That being so, we can see how their blood, 

mixed for several centuries with that of the Greeks and Romans, must have 

lost the intensity of its original color, while retaining nonetheless the 

imprint of its original mold.ò 

  ñJust think that this race of Black men today our slave and the object of 

our scorn, is the very race to which we owe arts, sciences, and eve the use 

of speech!  Just imagine, finally, that it is in the midst of people who call 

themselves the greatest friends of liberty and humanity that one has 

approved the most barbarous slavery and questioned whether Black men 

have the same kind intelligence as whites!ò 

(Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt in the Years 1783, 1784, and 

1785 p. 80-83) 

 

 

 This denial of one's history along with Eurocentric views can affect oneôs self-esteem as seen in 

the doctors Kenneth and Mamie Clark and "The Doll Test.ò     

 

ñIn the 1940s, psychologists Kenneth and 

Mamie Clark designed and conducted a 

series of experiments known colloquially as 

ñthe doll testsò to study the psychological 

effects of segregation on African-American 

children. 

Drs. Clark used four dolls, identical 

except for color, to test childrenôs racial 

perceptions. Their subjects, children between 

the ages of three to seven, were asked to 

identify both the race of the dolls and which 

color doll they prefer. Most of the children 

preferred the white doll and assigned positive 

characteristics to it. The Clarks concluded 

that óprejudice, discrimination, and 

segregationô created a feeling of inferiority 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_and_Mamie_Clark
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among African American children and damaged their self-esteem. ñ (LDF - Defend Educate 

Empower, 2020) Although this experiment was used to during Brown vs the Board of Education, 

which separate is not equal, this experiment applies to Eurocentric views today.  This denial of 

history and damaged self-esteem may be the cause of omission of our rich African past where 

great kingdoms and empires existed. Our history did not begin when we got of the slave ships in 

the United States, Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, Brazil, Mexico, Bahamas, Puerto Rico, or many other 

slave colonies, during the transatlantic slave trade but it began in Africa.   To better understand 

the various cultures amongst Black people it is important begin discussions about Pre-Slavery 

and Colonization of Africa where great empires ruled. 

For Additional Information Visit : 

https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol_mode.pdf?seque

nce=1&isAllowed=y 

Chapter 1 

African Kingdoms.pdf  

 

African Civilizations  

 Kingdom of Kush  The kingdom of Kush 

thrived from 2000 B.C. to 350 A.D. and had ties to 

Ancient Egypt. The Kingdom of Kush remnants can 

currently be seen on the walls, tombs, and temples 

throughout ancient Egypt. The depictions on the murals 

portray the Kushites as darker skin bearing gifts, this 

may be seen has a good gesture but the relationship of 

the two empires was complicated. The Kingdom of 

Kush was south of Egypt down the Nile River and with 

this proximity to the two empires created a major 

trading hub or center.  The fractured relationship 

between Kush and Ancient Egypt as Egypt raided 

several territories of Kush. During the New Kingdom 

period (1600-1100 BC), now under the rule of Egypt 

Kush became to adopt Egyptian way of life wish 

included worshiping Egyptian gods and wearing 

Egyptian clothing. ñEgyptôs weakness was Kushôs 

strength, and the Kingdom of Kush is first dated to c. 

1069 BCE when the Kushite kings were able to reign 

without fear or reference to Egyptian monarchs or policies. Napata was chosen as the capital of 

https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol_mode.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol_mode.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.ancient.eu/Kush/
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the new kingdom which continued to trade with Egypt but were able to expand their commerce 

now with other nations. Kings at first were still buried at Kerma but eventually the royal 

necropolis was established at Napata. The kingdom grew steadily until it was powerful enough to 

take what it wanted from Egypt whenever it pleased, and yet when this time came, they did not 

enter Egypt as conquerors but as rulerôs intent on preserving Egyptian culture.ò (Mark, The 

Kingdom of Kush, 2018)    

 

For further information visit :  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Kush 

 

The Land of Punt  The Land of Punt is described in Ancient Egyptian text as the land of 

gods existed around 2500 BC. Although scholars are still debating the exact location of this 

ancient civilizations, many scholars believe it is found in modern day Somalia. The Land of Punt 

traded with Ancient Egypt and both empires benefited equally through these transactions. 

ñAmong the treasures brought to Egypt from Punt were gold, ebony, wild animals, animal skins, 

elephant tusks, ivory, spices, precious woods, cosmetics, incense and frankincense and myrrh 

trees. The incense trees mentioned were an especially impressive article of trade. As noted, this 

exchange is the first time in recorded history that fauna (plants and trees) was successfully 

transplanted in another country.ò (Mark, Punt, 2011) 

 

For further information visit :  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Punt 

 

 

 

Carthage  from 813 to 146 BC was a North African hub which existed for over 500 years 

that clashed with Ancient Rome during the Punic Wars.  

 

 ñAt its peak, its capital city boasted nearly half a million inhabitants and included a protected 

harbor outfitted with docking bays for 220 ships. Carthageôs influence eventually extended from 

North Africa to Spain and parts of the Mediterranean, but its thirst for expansion led to increased 

friction with the burgeoning Roman Republic. Beginning in 264 B.C., the ancient superpowers 

clashed in the three bloody Punic Wars, the last of which ended in 146 B.C. with the near-total 

destruction of Carthage. Today, almost all that remains of the once-mighty empire is a series of 

ruins in the city of Tunis.ò  (ANDREWS, 7 Influential African Empires, 2018) To some 

Carthage may be controversial since some question whether this great empire was ruled by 

blacks. History tells us that Europeans cannot accept the fact that Black people can be advanced 

or defeat a white empire, ex. Haiti. Whether it be racism or colorism, that narrative still exist. 

Ancient Egyptians being depicted as white in movies.  

 

For further information visit :  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Kush
https://www.ancient.eu/punt/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Punt
https://www.carthage.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage


Bliaspora.com 
 

 

12 

The Kingdom of Aksum as seen below Aksum was in eastern Africa where current 

nations of Ethiopia, Somalia, and including the southwestern portion of the Arabian Peninsula. 

From 300 to 700 A.D. the Aksum 

empire existed where trading with 

empires of Egypt, Arabia, Persia, 

India, and Rome made Aksum an 

international trading power. 

ñAksum provides a counterpoint to 

the Greek and Roman worlds and is 

an interesting example of a sub-

Saharan civilization flourishing 

towards the end of the period of the 

great Mediterranean empires. It 

provides a link between the trading 

systems of the Mediterranean and 

the Asiatic world and shows the 

extent of international commerce at 

that time. It holds the fascination of 

being a ñlostò civilization, yet one that was African, Christian, with its own script, coinage, and 

international reputation. It was arguably as advanced as the Western European societies of the 

time.ò  (THE BRITISH MUSEUM, 2016)  After 800 years of existence Aksum fell to Muslim 

invaders between 632 and 750 A.D. the empire lost its hold as a trading superpower after the port 

city was destroyed resulting in an isolated empire.  

 

For further information on visit : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Aksum 

 

 

Mali Empire  The Kingdom of Mali 

existed from 1230 - 1600 A.D. in Western 

Africa after the collapse of the Ghana Empire. 

Like the Ghana Empire the source of wealth 

came from gold but further eastward where 

new gold deposits were found. Although, gold 

was the most profitable commodity salt was 

another source of revenue for this empire. It 
was in this context that the Empire of 
ñMaliôs most famous ruler, Mansa Musa, 
ascended to the throne. It is debated by 

historians whether Mansa Musa was the grandson of one of Sundiataôs brothers, thus making 

him Sundiataôs grand-nephew, or if he was the grandson of Abu Bakr. What is known is that 

Mansa Musa converted to Islam and underwent a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324, accompanied by 

60 000 individuals and massive quantities of gold. His generosity was so great that by the time 

https://www.ancient.eu/Kingdom_of_Axum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Aksum
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/empire-mali-1230-1600
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mansa_Musa
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he left Mecca he had used every piece of gold he had taken with him and had to borrow money 

for the return trip. 

Mansa Musa was known to be a wise and efficient ruler, and one of his greatest 

accomplishments was his commission of some of the greatest buildings of Timbuktu. In 1327 the 

Great Mosque in Timbuktu was constructed, and Timbuktu would later become a center of 

learning. At the end of Mansa Musaôs reign, he had built and funded the Sankara Madrassa, 

which subsequently becomes one of the greatest centers of learning in the Islamic world, and the 

greatest library in Africa at the time. The Sankara Madrassa is estimated to have housed between 

250 000 and 700 000 manuscripts, making it the largest library in Africa since the Great Library 

of Alexandria. Some sources claim that during his reign Mansa Musa conquered 24 cities with its 

surrounding land, thus expanding the empire greatly.ò (The Empire of Mali, 2019)  

Mansa Musa died in 1337 resulting with the remaining successors lacking the ability to govern 

the way Mansa Musa did so efficiently and effectively. Within 50 years the powerful kingdom of 

Mali began to weaken after the Mansa Musa and the discovery of more gold has been discovered 

east of the Mali Empire. 

 

For further information visit : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali_Empire 

 

Songhai Empire  with the decline of 

the Mali Empire in the 1400s the Songhai 

Empire arose to the east. The Songhai had 

two rulers, one being Sunni Ali, who built a 

vast empire by military conquest. Sunni Aliôs 

rule began in 1464 and lasted almost 30 years. 

Sunni Aliôs son was ousted by Askia 

Muhammad after fellow Muslims accused 

him of not being a devout Muslim and 

revolted. Muhammad was in power for 37 

years, becoming an excellent leader and set up 

an efficient tax system. ñThe opening up of 

the sea route to the Mediterranean would also 

mean the trans-Saharan camel caravans now faced serious competition as the best way to get 

trade goods to North Africa and Europe. However, the Portuguese were not quite so successful 

as they had hoped in exploiting Africa's resources. Certainly, the Songhai in any case managed to 

monopolize the Saharan caravan trade which brought rock salt and luxury goods like fine cloth, 

glassware, sugar, and horses to the Sudan region in exchange for gold, ivory, spices, kola nuts, 

hides, and slaves. Timbuktu, with a population of around 100,000 in the mid-15th century CE, 

continued to thrive as a trade óportô and as a center of learning into the 16th and 17th centuries 

CE when the city boasted many mosques and 150-180 Koranic schools.ò (Cartwright, 2019) The 

downfall of the Songhai Empire was their lack of weapons. The Songhai used spears and swords, 

however, the invading forces had advanced to projectile weapons with the use of gunpowder that 

was invented by the Chinese in the ninth century.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songhai_Empire
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Great Zimbabwe was a great 

empire that arose in the 13th through 

15th centuries, and little is known of 

them do to the lack of any writing 

found. Carbon dated shows that the 

first bricks laid for their massive 

structures began around 900 A.D. 

Zimbabwe translates to house of rock 

which a suitable name for this stone metropolis. By 

1000 A.D. the growing society divided into the classes 

of the elite and the working class. During this times of 

growth, large granite structures were built on this large 

area of land that historians say population of 10,000 to 

20,000 occupied this city. ñThe buildings were made 

of heavy granite blocks, stacked tightly together. 

Stones were arranged carefully, and no mortar was used to seal them together. The largest and 

most impressive building was an elliptical structure known today as the Great or Western 

Enclosure. The remains of its outer wall measure over 800 feet long and up to 32 feet high. The 

wall enclosed several huts and a tall, cone-shaped tower. Archaeologists and anthropologists 

believe that the enclosure was the city's center and was occupied only by the elite. It was the 

dividing line between the rich and the rest.ò  (http://www.ushistory.org/civ/7d.asp)  

Archaeological finds further proved that Great Zimbabwe continued to flourish in 1200 A.D. 

where finds of Chinese porcelain, glass from the middle east, and ornaments from West Africa 

were found.  These finding further proved that this empire was a major trading hub. 

Unfortunately, this great empire, mysteriously laid abandoned in the mid-15th century. When 

Portuguese settlers discovered the land, they could not believe that a great empire with large 

stone builders could have been built by indigenous African because they were too primitive. 

Eurocentric views and racism led to excavations of the site, which led to irreparable damage to 

the site by geologist and archaeologist. ñEuropeans were colonizing southern Africa, seizing land 

from native peoples such as the Shona and Zulu. To justify their actions, white politicians, 

soldiers, and settlers needed to believe that they were superior to the Black Africans.  They could 

not accept that Black Africans, whom they were accustomed to regarding as ósavages,ô had built 

the large, well-made stone structures. As word of Mauchôs find spread, treasure hunters 

descended on the ruins to dig for gold. They destroyed archaeological evidence, littered the area 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/364
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/7d.asp
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with broken liquor 

bottles and old boots, 

and were rewarded with 

small amounts of gold.ò 

(Great Zimbabwe, p. 

14-15) Karl Mauch was 

a German geologist 

seeking fortune and 

fame in Africa. In 1890 

a British financier, 

Cecil Rhodes, to 

establish a colony in 

South Africa and 

journalist Richard Hall 

whom Rhodeôs 

company left in charge 

of the ruins wrote about 

the ruins of Great 

Zimbabwe. He established that far easterners and Arabs of the more civilized world built Great 

Zimbabwe, creating the non-African origin of the ruins became established as official history in 

1905. David Randall MacIver, an archaeologist, closely examined the ruins and ñannounced that 

Great Zimbabwe was óunquestionably African in every detail.ô  Randall-MacIver was right, but 

the white colonial establishment rejected his views. Most people were simply not ready to accept 

the idea that a skilled and powerful civilization had arisen in black Africa. They found other 

theories more attractive such as ancient Egyptians, shipwrecked Vikings, and even the mythical 

ólost civilizationô of Atlantis.ò (Great Zimbabwe p. 16). Another highly skilled British 

Archaeologist, Gertrude Caton-Thompson, went to Great Zimbabwe in 1929. By using the 

method of stratigraphy, study of layers of soil, her report stated that Great Zimbabwe was ña 

native civilizationò of ñoriginality and amazing industry.ò  Her finding was clear and has finally 

been accepted that Great Zimbabwe is African.  

 

For further information vis it : https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Zimbabwe 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Zimbabwe
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African Culture  
Music The music did vary by region; however, the common denominator was that music 

strengthens community is Sub-Saharan Africa. ñAs African society has changed in response to 

the forces of colonization, independence, and globalization, the role of music changed as well, 

adapting to the new situation in which the people of Africa find themselves. Though there have 

been changes in some of the forms of the music, including the infusion of instruments, musical 

styles, and genres from outside the African continent, music remains very important in Africa 

today. Also, as Africans traveled from Africa to other parts of the world, both as a result of 

African slave trade and later migrations, the music and dance forms of the African diaspora have 

influenced a number of international musical styles and genres, including many Caribbean and 

Latin American music genres like rumba and salsa, as well as providing the foundation of 

musical tradition behind African American musicò 

(http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Music_of_Africa)  Pre-Colonization music was 

considered as traditional music where music was used for various social occasions like weddings 

and childbirth just to name a couple.  During colonization traditional Sub-Saharan African music 

evolved, the introduction to European instruments and attempted to conform to the colonizerôs 

musical preference. During the 1960ôs post-independence, the musical styles changed and was 

influenced by music overseas. With the blend of traditional and foreign music new genres 

emerged. Afrobeatôs one of the more popular styles, which is a fusion of jazz, Afro-American, 

and Latin Music. ñAfrican music is sung, by solo or chorus, alone or accompanied by musical 

instruments or by simple clapping and other rhythmic body gestures.  Singing is usually loud and 

enthusiastic, often with a strident quality of voiceò (Ferris, 338).  

 

 

Dance Throughout Sub-Saharan Africa there are various forms of dance that are linked to 

that region or society. ñIn Africa, the dancer is more than a performer - the dancer is also a 

teacher, a historian, a social commentator, a celebrant, a spiritual medium, a healer, and a 

storytellerò (Onwuekwe). Dance was used in ways for initiations, narratives, celebrations that 

include weddings, holidays, and funerals. Although there are many varied reasons why dance 

was important and was a way of life it is also important to understand the kinds of dance, that 

can be broken down into two distinctive categories.  Meisner (2006) explains ñthere are dances 

for participation, which do not need spectators; and dances for presentation, which are designed 

for an audience. Dances for participation include work dance, some forms of religious dance and 

recreational dances such as folk dances and popular, or social dances. Presentational dances are 

performed in any space where an audience can watch. Dancers entertain royalty such as Obas, 

Emirs, Obongs and many other traditional rulers in their palaces.ò  Dance and music go hand in 

hand, where dance is not only a form of entertainment is a form of culture and comradery that is 

passed on from generation to generation.  In many cultures the traditional African Mask is a part 

of the dance rituals, which adds importance to the dance being performed.  

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Decolonization
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Globalization
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Musical_instrument
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Genre
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Rumba
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Salsa_music
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/African_American_music
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Music_of_Africa
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African Music and Dance.pdf

 

 

 

Mask ñThe mask is worn by a dancer that becomes the óbearerô 
of the spirit of the mask, a sort of a medium between the tribe and 

the spirit. The trance-like state is accomplished with a specific 

music and dance. Ceremonies and weddings, initiation rites and 

funerals have a masked dance. It is believed that the earliest mask 

was used in the Paleolithic Era. They represent the spirits of 

animals or ancestors, mythological heroes, moral values, or a form 

of honoring of a person in a symbolic way. They are made wood, 

pottery, textiles, copper, and bronze. Details could be made from 

animal teeth, hair, bones, horns, feathers, seashells, straw, and 

eggshells.ò 

http://www.historyofmasks.net/mask-history/history-of-african-

masks/ 

 

For additional information visit :  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_African_masks 

 

African Art.pdf
 

 

Great Achievements in Science and Technology in Ancient Africa! 

Throughout history the accomplishments of Sub-Saharan Africans have been neglected 

and forgot about. The fact that this is unspoken of or taught does no justice. Since the narrative 

of Africa has focused on Sub-Saharan Africans being ñprimitive,ò slavery, or colonization.  Like 

mentioned earlier the Eurocentric view along with racism, people failed to believe that Africans 

could have such great accomplishments. Fortunately, with the advent of the digital age we live in 

and the easy access to information from smart phones and computers we no longer just must rely 

on information that is taught in school. We no longer must go to the library and learn the Dewey 

Decimal System and gather information from our public libraries, which is still an excellent 

option, to obtain information that should have informed to the masses about Africa for 

generations. The curriculum that is the standard in the United States neglects to tell the story of 

this and other minority groups.  

http://www.historyofmasks.net/mask-history/history-of-african-masks/
http://www.historyofmasks.net/mask-history/history-of-african-masks/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_African_masks
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Chapter 2 
Slave Trade 

Arab Slave Trade  Unlike the transatlantic slave trade that brought millions of African 

Slaves to the Western Hemisphere. This slave trade established trade routes within African, The 

Middle East, and India. It seems that many are unaware that this slave trade lasted from the 8th 

to 19th centuries.   

The conditions of the enslaved Africans under Islamic Arabs, 

according to Ronald Segal (Islamôs Black Slaves, Atlantic Books 

2003) was vastly different from the conditions imposed by 

Europeans Christians. The most fundamental difference between 

the two being that under Islam enslaved Africans were still 

considered human beings with some rights. Additionally, unlike 

European Christian based slavery where even people who 

converted to Christianity were kept in perpetual bondage, the 

children of slaves who converted to Islam were born free. 

https://sovereignnations.com/2018/04/30/history-arab-slave-trade-

africa/#IybzwbOezFhxMSeR.99 

 
 

For additional information on The Arab Slave Trade : 

1. http://www.arabslavetrade.com/ 

2. https://www.newenglishreview.org/Emmet_Scott/The_Islamic_Trade_in_European_Slaves/ 

https://sovereignnations.com/2018/04/30/history-arab-slave-trade-africa/#IybzwbOezFhxMSeR.99
https://sovereignnations.com/2018/04/30/history-arab-slave-trade-africa/#IybzwbOezFhxMSeR.99
http://www.arabslavetrade.com/
https://www.newenglishreview.org/Emmet_Scott/The_Islamic_Trade_in_European_Slaves/
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Transatlantic Slave Trade is the slave trade that has been brought up in school districts 

throughout the United States for decades, that heavily focused on the Africans being sent to the 

thirteen colonies. However, that is just a small portion of the number of slaves brought to the 

Western Hemisphere. As depicted below the transatlantic slave trade spread from Canada to 

Argentina also including the Caribbean Islands. This slave trade created three distinct groups: 

Afro-Americans, Afro-Caribbeanôs, and Afro-Latinos and these groups can be broken down even 

further to individual countries. The diverse cultures amongst Black people were created by the 

country that enslaved them.  Spanish colonies produced blacks who speak Spanish and have 

Spanish surnames, British and Dutch produced Blacks who spoke English with English 

surnames, and so on.  After the Revolutionary War, the United States continued the atrocity of 

continuing importing slaves from Western Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.slavevoyages.org/
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Intercolonial Slave Trade was the transportation of slaves within the Americas.  

 

OôMalleyôs book, Final Passages: The Intercolonial Slave Trade of 

British America, 1619-1807, demonstrates that hundreds of 

thousands of people who arrived in British American colonies from 

Africa quickly boarded new ships for intra-American voyagesð

both within British America and across imperial lines to French and 

Spanish colonies. Similarly, in the American Historical Review, 

Borucki, David Eltis, and David Wheat estimate that more than 

twenty-five percent of the two million Africans who arrived in the 

Spanish Americas, nearly 600,000 individuals, endured 

transshipment from other American colonies rather than being sent 

directly from Africa. Older historiographies exist on domestic slave 

trading in nineteenth-century Brazil and the United States but 

interest in those topics has also increased in the last two decades. 

The Intra-American Slave Trade Database seeks to pull data on all 

such forced migrations together. (Borucki, 2018) 

 

 

 

https://www.slavevoyages.org/american/about#methodology/0/en/
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*http://www.slaverysite.com/Body/facts%20and%20figures.htm 

  

http://www.slaverysite.com/Body/facts%20and%20figures.htm
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* Countries have an additional mixed African population 

1. Haiti: 532,335 

2. Dominican Republic: 7,365,700 

3. Cuba: 2,794,106 

4. Jamaica: 180,402 

5. Puerto Rico: 122,951 
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1. Brazil population consist of 8% Black and 21% mulatto. 

2. Columbia population also includes mixed African ancestry. 

3. Paraguay Black population is mulatto. 
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The differences between slavery and indentured servitude Indentured servants are not 

considered as property and are fulfilling an agreement, contract, for a specified amount of time 

and can live a free live thereafter. Slavery, one has absolutely no rights, and is considered 

property of the master along with their children. During the transatlantic slave there were only a 

small number of European nations in the involvement of transportation and enslavement of 

Africans.  Today there are 50 nations in Europe, give or take a few nations since the slave trade, 

four were involved. Britain, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, and the Netherlands with the United 

States getting involved after they claimed independence from Britain, were all involved of 

changing history and reshaping the populations of North America, South America, and Africa.  
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1619 
 Although not new to the Americaôs since the Portuguese and Spanish slave trade, 1619 is 

significant to the introductory of slavery to the United States.   

  

 

 

 

 
*Source: sciencemag.org 

 

 In recent years, the explosion of home DNA test revealed the hidden truth that many had 

already expected. Black people who are descendants of the transatlantic slave trade not only in 

the United States but throughout the Caribbean, Central, and South America have similar results.  

It is understood that the percentage of European ancestry in recent generations are through 

consensual relations, marriages, etc.  It is the amount of European that is traced back 

approximately four generations and further people must consider the realization that many white 

men raped Black women.  In the last year ancestry.com was blasted on social media trying to 

romanticize slavery by having a white man run off with a slave woman. In schools this portion of 

slavery is never brought up and brushed under the rug.  

   

 

African, 73.20%

European24%

Native American.80 %

AVERAGE AFRICAN AMERICAN GENETIC MAKE UP

https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/nation/2019/08/21/american-slavery-began-1619-project-documents-brutal-journey/1968793001/
https://time.com/5573935/ancestry-pulls-ad-slavery/
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James Marion Sims  the godfather of gynecology adopted 

the name at a serious cost, and at the expense of enslaved 

women. This controversial figure conducted experiments on 

Black women without the use of anesthesia.  After doing the 

experiments on slaves he would practice his techniques on 

wealthy white women overseas while using anesthesia.  

 ñWriter and medical ethicist Harriet Washington says 

Simsôs racist beliefs affected more than his gynecological 

experiments. Before and after his gynecological 

experiments, he also tested surgical treatments on enslaved Black 

children in an effort to treat ñtrismus nascentiumò (neonatal tetanus)ðwith little to no success. 

Sims also believed that African Americans were less intelligent than white people, and thought it 

was because their skulls grew too quickly around their brain. He would operate on African 

American children using a shoemakerôs tool to pry their bones apart and loosen their skulls.ò 

(Holland, 2018) 

 

ôI can do the child no goodõ_ Dr Sims and theEnslaved Infants of Montgomery, Alabama.pdf
 

 

 

 

 

Simȿs Vaginal Speculum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Marion_Sims
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Samuel George Morton  did not conduct 

experiments on slave women, unfortunately, what Morton 

did is usher the thought of scientific racism. Morton 

ñdeterminedò intelligence by measuring the skulls of 

various races where whites were on the top (superior), 

while Black people being on the bottom (inferior). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ñIn the first half of the 1800s, as debates over slavery 

were intensifying in the United States, Morton 

espoused the notion that some races were innately 

superior to others, and that this could be proven 

scientifically. He used his Academy of Natural 

Sciences of Philadelphia (ANSP) connections 

around the world to amass a collection of nearly 

1,000 human skulls, which he diligently numbered, 

measured, and logged into notebooks. At the time, 

it was roundly accepted that a larger brain 

correlated to higher intelligence. Mortonôs 

research produced a ranking that was utterly 

expected to both himself and many of his contemporaries: 

Whites were at the top, Blacks at the bottom, and everyone else fell somewhere in between.ò 

(Kelleher, 2021) 

 

 

 

 

The Samuel George Morton Cranial Collection.pdf
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_George_Morton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_racism
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 While Simôs and Mortonôs views of toward Black people and slavery were atrocious, one 

slave proved to many that blacks are civilized and definitely are not inferior.  A slave by the 

name Onesimus  told his owner Cotton Mather a way to rid of smallpox.  A practice that 

was used in Africa not yet known Mather, Onesimus informed him of a way to inoculate people 

infected with smallpox. 

 

Onesimus, who ñis a pretty intelligent fellow,ò Mather wrote, told 

him he had had smallpoxðand then hadnôt. Onesimus said that he 

ñhad undergone an operation, which had given him something of 

the smallpox and would forever preserve him from it...and 

whoever had the courage to use it was forever free of the fear of 

contagion.ò 

The operation Onesimus referred to consisted of rubbing pus from 

an infected person into an open wound on the arm. This was done 

in a controlled manner and under the supervision of a physician so 

the symptoms would be milder but still confer immunity. Once the 

infected material was introduced into the body, the person who 

underwent the procedure was inoculated against smallpox. It 

wasnôt a vaccination, which involves exposure to a less dangerous 

virus to provoke immunity, but it did activate the recipientôs 

immune response and protected against the disease most of the 

time. (Blakemore, 2021) 

 

 

 
Figure 1 Unknown patient with smallpox 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onesimus_(Bostonian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_Mather
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smallpox
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3407399/
https://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/blog/onesimus-smallpox-boston-cotton-mather
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*http://www.slaverysite.com/Body/facts%20and%20figures.htm 
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Chapter 3 
 

 

               
The United States of America 

 The United States of America was created when the 

colonies wanted to secede from the British Empire, due to high 

taxation, this cause was one of the primary reasons of the 

Revolutionary War.  The Revolutionary War followed the events 

of the Boston Tea Party after the Stamp Act and Townshend Act 

levied high taxes on the colonist.  This first act of defiance from 

the colonist eventually led to the birth of the United States that 

lead to Declaration of Independence and The United States 

Constitution.  

ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.ò 

                                                 ~Thomas Jefferson 

 

The Declaration of Independence in theory was 

revolutionary but was false from the onset of the historic 

document. This newly found nation stole land from Native 

Americans, while killing them in the process, women absolutely 

didnôt have any rights, while slavery was accepted and flourished.   

The institute of slavery not only made individuals and families 

rich, but it also made the United States a wealthy nation. With 

plantations to the south and industry to the north, the lifestyles of 

the nation were completely different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crispus Attucks 

Crispus Attucks  (c.1723 ð March 5, 

1770) was an American stevedore of 

African and native American descent, 

widely regarded as the first person 

killed in the Boston massacre and thus 

the first American killed in the 

American Revolutionary War. Historians 

disagree on whether he was a free man 

or an escaped slave, but most agree 

that he was of Wampanoag and African 

descent. Attucks became an icon of the 

anti-slavery movement in the mid-19th 

century. Supporters of the abolition 

movement lauded him for playing a  

heroic role in the history of the United 

States.  

 

Source: Wikipedia 

 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/teaparty.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/stamp-act
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/townshend-acts
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history
https://www.landofthebrave.info/colonial-women.htm
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
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A Nation Divided 
ñThe new constitution has put at rest, forever, all the agitating questions relating 

to our peculiar institution African slavery as it exists amongst us, the proper status 

of the negro in our form of civilization. This was the immediate cause of the late 

rupture and present revolution. Jefferson in his forecast, had anticipated this, as 

the órock upon which the old Union would split.ô He was right. What was 

conjecture with him, is now a realized fact. [Our] foundations are laid, its 

cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; 

that slavery, subordination to the superior race is his natural and normal 

condition.ò 

            Savannah Republican, March 21, 1861 

 

 

  The primary reason for the Civil War was slavery and it took a series of events to have the 

north and south to have the deadliest war in American History. The cotton gin, Missouri 

Compromise, Fugitive Slave Act, Harriet Beecher Stoweôs Uncle Tomôs Cabin, Kansas-

Nebraska Act, Dred Scott Case, John Brown and 

Harperôs Ferry, and the election of Abraham 

Lincoln, are some main causes of the Civil War. 

  The Cotton Gin ñIn 1793, Whitney invented 

and submitted a patent for the cotton ginða 

machine that used rotating brushes and teeth to 

remove seeds from cotton fiber. His invention 

revolutionized cotton production, although 

Whitney faced challenges enforcing his patent 

and saw little profit from it. While an enslaved 

person needed about ten hours to separate the 

seeds from one pound of cotton fiber by hand, 

two people using the cotton gin could produce about fifty pounds of cotton in the same 

timeframe. The invention of the cotton gin forever altered the economy, geography, and politics 

of the United States. The cotton gin made cotton tremendously profitable, which encouraged 

westward migration to new areas of the US South to grow more cotton. The number of enslaved 

people rose with the increase in cotton production, from 700,000 in 1790 to over three million by 

1850.ò  

Source: https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/cotton-gin-and-the-expansion-of-slavery  

  Nat Turnerôs Rebellion was on August 22, 1831, in Southampton County Virginia. The slave 

revolt lasted days as a result 51 whites have been killed. Nat Turner was found two months later 

where he was tried on November 5 and hung on November 11, 1831. As a result, approximately 

200 slaves were killed, and new slave codes were enacted which also prohibited the slaves the 

ability to read. 

 

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/cotton-gin-and-the-expansion-of-slavery
https://dp.la/primary-source-sets/cotton-gin-and-the-expansion-of-slavery
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/nat-turner
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 Missouri Compromise The compromise allowed Missouri into the union as a slave state, 

however, it no longer allowed the northern expansion of slavery. This compromise allowed the 

balance of power to remain the between slave and non-slave states, as the State of Maine joined 

the union as a free state. 

 

  Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 ñwere a group of bills that helped quiet early calls for Southern 

secessionðthis new law forcibly compelled citizens to assist in the capture of runaway slaves. It 

also denied slaves the right to a jury trial and increased the penalty for interfering with the 

rendition process to $1,000 and six months in jail.  In order to ensure the statute was enforced, 

the 1850 law also placed control of individual cases in the hands of federal commissioners. 

These agents were paid more for returning a suspected slave than for freeing them, leading many 

to argue the law was biased in favor of Southern slaveholders.ò 

Source: https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/fugitive-slave-acts 

  

  Harriet Beecher Stowe is a white abolitionist who authored 

ñUncle Tomôs Cabin,ò  a ficti tious account of live of slavery 

in the south. ñThe book sold 300,000 copies in its first year 

and became the second best-selling book of the 19th century, 

following the Bible. The novelôs popularity roused intense 

new resentment in the South.ò (www.nps.gov) 

 
  Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Rise of John Brown ñIn 

1854, passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act invoked the 

concept of ñpopular sovereigntyò which gave the people of 

each territory choosing to pursue statehood the right to decide 

whether or not to allow slavery. Pro- and Anti-Slavery factions turned the Kansas Territory into a 

bloody battleground. Settlers from the North were determined to make Kansas a free state. 

Southern settlers were equally determined to make it a slave state. Missouriôs Border Ruffians 

intimidated free-soilers and raided abolitionist towns. Some Northerners shipped in boxes of 

rifles, known as ñBeecherôs Bibles.ò (Filled with antislavery fervor, the Reverend Henry Ward 

Beecher had once said there might be situations where a gun was more useful than a Bible.) John 

Brown and his followers started their bloody fight against slavery, killing Pro-Slavery 

sympathizers in Kansas.ò 

(www.nps.gov) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Missouri-Compromise
http://www.nps.gov/
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  Dred Scott Case in St. Louis Missouri, ñ1857, Dred Scott, an enslaved man who was taken by 

his owner, an army surgeon, into Illinois and Wisconsin Territory (later Minnesota) which were 

part of the Northwest Territory in which slavery was prohibited, 

sued for his freedom.  The U. S. Supreme Court decided that 

Americans of African descentðwhether enslaved or freeð

were not U.S. citizens and did not have the right to sue. The 

Court also found the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional, 

ruling that the federal government did not have the authority to 

prohibit slavery in the territories.ò 

(www.nps.gov) 

 

  John Brown and Harperôs Ferry In 1859 John Brown with a 

small militia consisting of several Black people and a couple of 

his sons attempted to start a slave rebellion in Harpers Ferry 

West Virginia.  The federal armory housed weapons to fulfill 

his purpose of an armed insurrection of slaves. Unfortunately, 

after 36 hours General Robert E. Lee took control of the armory 

and captured Brown and was tried for treason. This act of a 

failed slave revolt ignited additional tensions between north 

and south, more about John Brown will be mentioned later. 

 

  Republican Party and Abraham Lincoln for many to believe that 

the Republican Party was anti-slavery may be hard to fathom in todayôs political climate. 

The truth is prior to Franklin Delano Rooseveltôs New Deal in the 1930s, African Americans 

were primarily Republican. ñThe recently formed Republican Party emerged as the advocate for 

abolishing slavery in the territories. Abraham Lincoln was the party candidate. The Democratic 

Party, which had dominated politics in the 1850s, split along sectional lines, with Northern 

Democrats nominating Stephen A. Douglas, and adopting a platform of extending popular 

sovereignty to the territories. The Southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckenridge, and 

their platform advocated the protection of slavery where it existed and in the territories. Lincoln 

hoped desperately to achieve a peaceful solution, but when he decided to resupply the U.S. army 

troops at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor in April of 1861, Confederate forces fired on the fort. 

Lincolnôs call for 75,000 volunteers to put down the rebellion prompted Virginia, North 

Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas to join the Confederacy. Civil war had come.ò 

(www.nps.gov)    

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Statue of Dred and Harriet 
Scott outside old St. Louis Courthouse 

Courtesy: Dred Scott Heritage Foundation 

https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/new-deal
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The Civil War 
  The American Civil War began in 1861 and ended in 1865 with the surrender of the 

confederacy. To date the Civil war was the deadliest war in U.S. history with approximately 

620,000 troops killed. During the civil war over 200,000 black troops fought for the union. 

 

Slavery Cause and Catalyst of the Civil War.pdf

 
 

 

 

 

Robert Smalls born into slavery smalls was a 

publisher, businessman, politician, and maritime 

pilot. During the Civil War commandeered a 

confederate ship and sailed it into union territory. 

Smalls did this by freeing himself, his crew, and 

families as a result of his bravery persuaded 

Abraham Lincoln to allow African American into 

the Union Army.  

Smalls accomplished this by planning ñto 

commandeer the Planter and deliver it to the 

imposing fleet of Union ships anchored outside 

Charleston Harbor. These vessels were part of the 

blockade of all major Southern ports President 

Abraham Lincoln had initiated shortly after Fort 

Sumter fell in April 1861. As one of the largest ports in 

the Confederacy, Charleston was a lifeline for the South. A largely agrarian 

society, the South depended on imports of war materiel, food, medicine, manufactured goods, 

and other supplies. With the U.S. Navy blocking the harbor, daring blockade runners, looking to 

make hefty profits, smuggled these goods into Charleston and carried cotton and rice out of the 

city for sale in European markets. After supplies arrived in Charleston, the cityôs railroad 

connections delivered them throughout the Confederate states.ò (Lineberry, 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.civilwaracademy.com/civil-war-black-soldiers
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Smalls
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/thrilling-tale-how-robert-smalls-heroically-sailed-stolen-confederate-ship-freedom-180963689/
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13
th
, 14

th
, & 15

th
 Amendments 

 

Amendment XIII 

 
Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December 6, 1865. The 13th Amendment changed a portion of Article 

IV, Section 2. 

 

SECTION. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 

have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

 

SECTION. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

Amendment XIV 

 
Passed by Congress June 13, 1866. Ratified July 9, 1868. The 14th Amendment changed a portion of Article I, 

Section 2. A portion of the 14th Amendment was changed by the 26th Amendment. 

 

SECTION. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens 

of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 

the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

 

SECTION. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, 

counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 

election for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, 

the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male 

inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, 

except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the 

proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years 

of age in such State 

SECTION. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and Vice-President, 

or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an 

oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an 

executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 

insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a 

vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

 

SECTION. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for 

payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But 

neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or 

rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, 

obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void. 

 

SECTION. 5. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. 
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Amendment XV 

 
Passed by Congress February 26, 1869. Ratified February 3, 1870. 

 

SECTION. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or 

by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

 

SECTION. 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

 

Reconstruction 
ñThe Reconstruction Era (1861 to 1900), the historic period in which the United 

States grappled with the question of how to integrate millions of newly freed African Americans 

into social, political, and labor systems, was a time of significant transformation within the 

United States. Reconstruction began when the first United States soldiers arrived in slaveholding 

territories and enslaved people escaped from plantations and farms; some of them fled into free 

states, and others found safety with U.S. forces. During the period, Congress passed three 

constitutional amendments that permanently abolished slavery, defined birthright citizenship and 

guaranteed due process and equal protection under the law, and granted all males the ability to 

vote by prohibiting voter discrimination based on race, color, or previous condition of servitude 

(Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments). Congress also passed a series of 

Reconstruction Acts that divided the former Confederacy into five military districts and laid out 

requirements for re-admittance to the Union (except Tennessee). The experience of 

Reconstruction, and the rebuilding of the Union following the Civil War, played out across 

America, and resulted in changes that fundamentally altered the meaning of citizenship and the 

relationship between Federal and state governments. Central to this drama was the former 

Confederacy where social, economic, and political changes dramatically transformed the region 

and where major activities of and resistance to Reconstruction took place. African Americans - 

across America - faced steep obstacles as they attempted to claim their newly won rights. 

Ultimately, the unmet promises of Reconstruction led to the modern civil rights movement 100 

years later.ò (National Park Service, 2021) 

  During the era of Reconstruction, the Black Codes were in acted. The codes were a way to keep 

post-Civil War African Americans locked in perpetual systematic racism in the southern states. 

ñBlack code , in U.S. history, any of numerous laws enacted in the states of the 

former Confederacy after the American Civil War and intended to assure the continuance 

of white supremacy. Enacted in 1865 and 1866, the laws were designed to replace the social 

controls of slavery that had been removed by the Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the Constitution.ò ( (Mckenna, n.d.)) 
 
 

Reconstruction Era.pdf

 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/reconstruction.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Confederate-States-of-America
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/white-supremacy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/slavery-sociology
https://www.britannica.com/event/Emancipation-Proclamation
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Thirteenth-Amendment
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Thirteenth-Amendment
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Buffalo Soldiers and the 

Black Cowboys 
Buffalo Soldiers were 

infantrymen in the west created by 

the U.S. Government after the civil  

war.  Created in 1866 after 

congress passed the Act, there 

were six all black regimen total 

with four infantry and two 

cavalries. 

 ñIn 1869, the U.S. 

Army restructured 

the troops, a change 

that included 

consolidating Black 

troops into two cavalry units and two infantry units. These were 

composed of Black enlisted men led by white officers. The cavalry 

units served on the western frontier, protecting, and assisting with 

supply and mail routes, and guarding against attacks from outlaws, 

Mexican revolutionaries, and Native Americans.ò (RIVARD, n.d.) 

  

Black Cowboys not to be mistaken with Buffalo Soldiers, the only similarity is they are a 

band of Black men that ride horseback.  Not too many are aware of the Black cowboy since 

they are not depicted in film or pop culture.  It is noted that 1 in 4 cowboys were Black, 

unfortunately their contributions seemed to have been erased from existence. After slavery was 

abolished and after cattle rangers returned after the civil war.  Help was needed to corral all the 

livestock that escaped while the ranches were unattended.  Many former slaves also did not 

have any interest in becoming elevator operators or working in the fields.   

ñBill Pickett, born in 1870 in Texas to former slaves, became one 

of the most famous early rodeo stars. He dropped out of school to 

become a ranch hand and gained an international reputation for his 

unique method of catching stray cows.  Modeled after his 

observations of how ranch dogs caught wandering cattle, Pickett 

controlled a steer by biting the cowôs lip, subduing him. He 

performed his trick, called bulldogging or steer wrestling, for 

audiences around the world with the Miller Brothersô 101 Wild 

Ranch Show.ò (Nodjimbadem, 2017)  
 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buffalo_Soldier
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/lesser-known-history-african-american-cowboys-180962144/
http://www.prorodeohalloffame.com/inductees/by-category/steer-wrestling/bill-pickett/
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The Gullah Geechee People 
 After abolition of slavery, it may be hard to imagine there is a distinct group of African 

Americans in the states who managed to keep many of their African traditions without 

completely assimilating to African American culture that we know of today.  On the coastal 

lands of the Carolinas down to Florida including the nearby islands this group still exist today, 

the Gullah Geechee people are unique to say the least.   

ñThe Gullah Geechee people are the descendants of West and 

Central Africans who were enslaved and bought to the lower 

Atlantic states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and 

Georgia to work on the coastal rice, Sea Island cotton and indigo 

plantations.  Because their enslavement was on isolated coastal 

plantations, sea, and barrier islands, they were able to retain many 

of their indigenous African traditions. These traditions are reflected 

in their foodways, arts and crafts, and spiritual traditions. They also 

created a new language, Gullah, a creole language spoken nowhere 

else in the world.ò (National Park Service, 2019)  

 

 
 

The Birth of a  Nation  
  Birth of a Nation was a silent film originally adapted from the book The Clansmen, in 1915, 

which created the resurgence of KKK.  ñThe Birth of a Nation portrayed Reconstruction as 

catastrophic. It showed Radical Republicans encouraging equality for blacks, who in the 

film are represented as uncouth, intellectually inferior and predators of white women. 

And this racist narrative was widely accepted as historical fact.ò (CLARK, 2019)  

Although very controversial, people flocked to theaters to see this historic film that the KKK 

used as a recruiting tool.  Former President Woodrow Wilson played the film in the White 

House, where he agreed with the inaccurate and racist depiction of Black people of that time. 

 

 

The Great Migration and World 
War I  

  In the South thousands of Black people were 

systematically discriminated against by Jim Crow 

Laws.  Coincidentally the combination of 

frustration and opportunity Blacks began to 

migrate to major cities in the north that included 

Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh, New York, and St. 

Louis just to name a few.  At the same time the 

war in Europe led to opportunity in manufacturing 

a major relief of doing agricultural field work.  The 

war in Europe led to a shortage of European 

workers so blacks were there to fill the void.  

https://gullahgeecheecorridor.org/thegullahgeechee/
https://www.history.com/topics/scottsboro-boys
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During this time President Wilson did not 

want to get involved in the conflict until 

Germany placed several submarines in the 

Atlantic that led to American casualties.  

ñOn January 16, 1917, British code 

breakers intercepted an encrypted 

message from Zimmermann intended 

for Heinrich von Eckardt, the German 

ambassador to Mexico. The missive 

gave the ambassador a now-famous set 

of instructions: if the neutral United 

States entered the war on the side of 

the Allies, Von Eckardt was to 

approach Mexicoôs president with an 

offer to forge a secret wartime 

alliance. The Germans would provide 

military and financial support for a Mexican attack on the United States, and in 

exchange Mexico would be free to annex ñlost territory in Texas, New Mexico and 

Arizona. In addition, Von Eckardt was told to use the Mexicans as a go-between to 

entice the Japanese Empire to join the German cause. On April 2, 1917, President 

Wilson abandoned his policy of neutrality and asked Congress to declare war against 

Germany and the Central Powers.ò (ANDREWS, What was the Zimmermann 

Telegram?, 2018)  Once the war began the demand of African Americans increased due to the 

enlistment of whites in the military leading to more available jobs in the north.  Segregation was 

not legal in the north, but whites were discouraged to sell houses to blacks.   

 

 

The Summer of 1919 þRed Summerÿ 

 The Red Summer was a period in 1919 where there was an influx of attacks on 

African Americans throughout the United States leading to approximately 170 deaths.  Most 

notably the race riots during the summer of 1919 in Chicago.  The segregated beach on 

Chicagoôs south side lead to a stoning and drowning of a Black teen when he crossed an 

imaginary line dividing whites and blacks in Lake Michigan.  The death of the teen led to one of 

the worst race riots in U.S. history ñit lasted 13 days and left 38 people dead, 537 injured and 

1,000 Black families without homes.ò (https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/great-

migration)  Riots also erupted in New York City, Memphis, Philadelphia, New Orleans, 

Baltimore, and Omaha Nebraska to name a few.  ñThe violence didn't start or end in 1919. Some 

count the era of Red Summer as beginning with the deaths of more than two dozen African 

Americans in East St. Louis, Illinois, in 1917 and extending through the Rosewood Massacre 

of 1923, when a black town in Florida was destroyed. All told, at least 1,122 Americans were 

killed in racial violence over those six years, by Mr. Tuttle's count.ò (https://www.post-

gazette.com/news/nation/2019/07/25/Red-Summer-anniversary-race-violence-Chicago-Arkansas-New-

York-Maryland/stories/201907250178) The Rosewood Massacre is perhaps more known because of 

the 1997 film then the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921.  The affluent neighborhood of 

Greenwood was considered the Black Wall Street.  With a segregated city the white population 

took the law into their own hands-on numerous occasions, so on May 30, 1921, when a Black 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=56186312471f47eca8aff16a8a990aa8
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/great-migration
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/great-migration
https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/rosewood-massacre
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2019/07/25/Red-Summer-anniversary-race-violence-Chicago-Arkansas-New-York-Maryland/stories/201907250178
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2019/07/25/Red-Summer-anniversary-race-violence-Chicago-Arkansas-New-York-Maryland/stories/201907250178
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2019/07/25/Red-Summer-anniversary-race-violence-Chicago-Arkansas-New-York-Maryland/stories/201907250178
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/tulsa-race-massacre
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teen got into an elevator with a white female elevator operator the beginning of the end of 

Greenwood had begun.   Speculation began when the operator got startled and screamed so the 

teenager ran, which led to anger, that lead to rioting and killing.  In the end all of Greenwood lay 

to waste, in a pile of ash and rubble, thousands homeless and injured and many dead.  Around 

the same time African Americans were getting massacred throughout the nation a neighborhood 

in upper Manhattan would change the way people would see Black people not only nationally 

but globallyé. Harlem! 

 

 

The Harlem Renaissance  
The era of the Harlem Renaissance 

varies slightly, some sources say the 1910ôs others say 

the 1920ôs many sources agree in ends in the mid 

1930ôs during the beginning of the Great Depression.  

The era was a mecca of black enlightenment in 

Harlem NYC where poetry, great thinking, music, 

film, art, and self-identity flourished.  ñThe Harlem 

Renaissance was successful in that it brought the 

Black experience clearly within the corpus of 

American cultural history. Not only through an 

explosion of culture, but on a sociological level, the 

legacy of the Harlem Renaissance redefined how 

America, and the world, viewed African Americans. 

The migration of southern Blacks to the north changed 

the image of the African American from rural, 

undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolitan 

sophistication. This new identity led to a greater social 

consciousness, and African Americans became 

players on the world stage, expanding intellectual and social contacts internationally.ò   

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_Renaissance)  During this time period prominent blacks 

such as Zora Neale Hurston, Marcus Garvey, Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, Josephine 

Baker, Louis Armstrong, Aaron Douglas, Alain Leroy Locke, Claude McKay, and W.E.B. 

DuBois were at the forefront of this new era amongst blacks and changed the perceptions of 

blacks on a global scale. 

 

The Great Depression and The New Deal 

ñThe Great Depression of the 1930s worsened the already black economic situation of 

Black Americans. African Americans were the first people to be fired from their jobs as they 

suffered from an unemployment rate two to three times that of whites. In early public assistance 

programs Black people often received substantially less aid than whites, and some charitable 

organizations even excluded blacks from their soup kitchens. It was an extremely poor and 

desperate time for most African Americans.  Blacks benefited greatly from New Deal programs 

though discrimination by local administrators was common. Low-cost public housing was made 

available to Black families. The National Youth Administration and the Civilian Conservation 

 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Harlem-Renaissance-American-literature-and-art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_Renaissance
https://www.zoranealehurston.com/
http://exhibitions.nypl.org/africanaage/essay-garvey.html
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
http://www.dukeellington.com/ellingtonbio.html
https://www.cmgww.com/stars/baker/about/biography/
https://www.cmgww.com/stars/baker/about/biography/
https://www.louisarmstronghouse.org/biography/
https://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/aaron-douglas/12039
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/alain-locke/
https://poets.org/poet/claude-mckay
https://www.naacp.org/naacp-history-w-e-b-dubois/
https://www.naacp.org/naacp-history-w-e-b-dubois/
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Corps enabled Black youths to continue their education. The Work Projects Administration gave 

jobs to many Black people, and its Federal Writers Project supported the work of many authors, 

among them Zora Neale Hurston, Arna Bontemps, Waters Turpin, and Melvin B. Tolson.ò  

(https://web.stanford.edu/class/e297c/poverty_prejudice/soc_sec/hgreat.htm)  Since the Civil 

War, African Americans for the first time would change political party affiliation.  Prior to the 

New Deal African Americans were primarily republican after Abraham Lincoln, a Republican, 

emancipated hundreds of thousands of slaves.  Approximately 90 years later many African 

Americans still identify as Democrat after Franklin Delano Rooseveltôs New Deal. 

 

Jesse Owens and the 1936 Olympics 

In 1936 Adolf Hitler hosted the 

summer Olympics in Berlin to 

place Nazi Germany to the 

forefront and prove his Aryan 

superiority on the global stage. 

Jesse Owens who shattered 

records as a collegiate star will 

now disprove Hitlerôs belief that 

whites were superior.  In Berlin 

Owens won four gold medals, the 

first American, proving to Hitler 

that African American athletes 

were a threat.  Post Berlin Jesse 

did have his struggles to make a 

living.  After initial fanfare after 

the Olympics Jesse Owens was 

not invited to the White House.  

ñAfter the 1936 Olympics, Jesse accepts a job as a playground instructor for underprivileged you 

in Cleveland, earning $30 a week.  A year later he becomes a bandleader, owner of a basketball 

team and part owner in a dry-cleaning business.  In 1940 with money, he earns in an exhibition 

race against a horse, Jesse returns to OSU to resume his studiesò 

(https://jesseowensmemorialpark.com). 

 

https://web.stanford.edu/class/e297c/poverty_prejudice/soc_sec/hgreat.htm
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Ebony Magazine  

Created in Chicago by John H. Johnson  in 1945, Ebony 

magazine was the first successful black owned magazine geared toward the 

African American community.  In 1942 Johnson also created the first 

Black owned magazine the pocket size Negro Digest that was not as 

successful.  Ebony initially focused on celebrities and athletes but 

eventually changed the focus on Black achievements.  November 1, 1951, 

Johnson debuted sister magazine JET, a weekly magazine that was equally 

successful.   

 

Jackie Robinson  

Ten years after Jesse Owens proved Adolf Hitler wrong 

that whites were the superior race on a national stage, Jackie 

Robinson broke the race barrier for national sports in the 

United States.  After playing in the Negro Leagues for one year 

the Brooklyn Dodgers signed Robinson in 1946, resulting with 

him winning the National League Rookie of the year. 

 

òImmortal Cellsó Henrietta Lacks 

Henrietta Lacks was an African American 

tobacco farmer from Virginia who got cervical cancer at the 

age of 30.  After her passing in 1951, a scientist at John 

Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, took a sample of her tumor 

without her consent before her passing or the knowledge of her 

family.   To say the least what scientist discovered were 

remarkable.  Code named HeLa cells in her honor, many did 

not know the origin of the donor, but these immortal cells were 

used for polio vaccinations, cloning, and gene cloning. 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Henrietta Lacks 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_H._Johnson
https://www.ebony.com/
https://www.jetmag.com/
https://www.jackierobinson.com/biography/
https://www.jackierobinson.com/biography/
https://nlbm.com/negro-leagues-history/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/henrietta-lacks-immortal-cells-6421299/
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Civil Rights Movement 

ñDecember 7, 1941 a date which will live in infamyò The quote that Franklin D. 

Roosevelt made famous after the 

surprise attack on Pearl Harbor by 

the Japanese threw the United States 

into World War II.  Why this some 

may ask, prior to WWII the primary 

roadblock to blacks were Jim Crow 

Laws and similar discriminatory 

practices in the north.  World War II 

had Black people serving and dying 

for the country and continued to see 

discrimination at home.  The 

hypocrisy of the United States to 

fight for democracy and ñfreedomsò 

to only have African American troops 

serving not to see this come to fruition for themselves. 

 

Tuskegee Airmen 

ñPrior to World War II, many in the military believed that African-

Americans would not perform well in combat and were incapable 

of flying. A 1925 study conducted by the Army War College 

concluded that African Americans were inherently ill-suited for 

combat physically and psychologically. In 1939, the government 

began establishing flight schools at colleges around the nation but 

refused to do so at any of the Black colleges. A Howard University 

student lodged a lawsuit in protest, and thanks to mounting 

pressure from Black newspapers, the NAACP, and sympathetic 

government leaders, including President Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

his wife Eleanor, the "Tuskegee Experiment" was begun. A flight 

school was founded at the historic Tuskegee University in 

Alabama, and On July 19, 1941, the Army Air Corps initiated the 

program.ò  (https://www.military.com/history/the-tuskegee-

airmen.html) 

 

 

 

Tuskegee Airmen 1 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/freedom-riders-jim-crow-laws/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/freedom-riders-jim-crow-laws/
https://www.militarytimes.com/military-honor/black-military-history/2018/01/30/african-american-gis-of-wwii-fighting-for-democracy-abroad-and-at-home/
https://www.military.com/history/the-tuskegee-airmen.html
https://www.military.com/history/the-tuskegee-airmen.html
https://www.military.com/history/the-tuskegee-airmen.html
https://www.nps.gov/tuai/learn/historyculture/index.htm
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TUSKEGEE AIRMEN FACTS: 

ü The Tuskegee pilots shot down 409 German aircraft. 

ü Destroyed 950 units of ground transportation and sank a destroyer with machine guns alone -- a unique 

accomplishment. 

ü Not one friendly bomber was lost to enemy aircraft during 2000 escort missions!! 

ü Reflecting their superior performance, they were called "Black Birdmen" by the Germans and given the 

nickname of "Black Redtail Angels" by the Americans (because of the vivid red markings on their aircraft 

tails). 

 

 

The Black ɁRosieȿsɂ showed up in force during WWII, while many of their husbands 

fought overseas the women stayed behind.  ñMore than half -million  ñBlack Rosieôsò who 

worked alongside their white counterparts in the war effort. Coming from throughout the United 

States, these ñBlack Rosieôsò worked tirelesslyðin shipyards and factories, along railroads, 

inside administrative offices and elsewhereðto fight both the foreign enemy of authoritarianism 

abroad and the familiar enemy of racism at home.ò (Randle, 2021) 

 

https://www.history.com/news/black-rosie-the-riveters-wwii-homefront-great-migration
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  Approximately three years after the end of WWII, on July 26, 1948, President 

Truman signed an executive order to end segregation in the armed forces which 

lead many people thinking, if this can happen in the military, why not for civilians.   

  

 

 Paul Robeson is the Civil Rights icon that 

most people never heard of this multitalented 

individual was a star football player at Rutgers, an 

actor, and singer.  In 1946  Robeson and six 

others met with Truman to discuss the lynchingôs 

in the south after WWII to pass new legislation.  

ñThe issue of lynching became an important issue 

with the end of World War II. A  number of 

returning African American veterans were lynched 

as southern racists sought to reinforce the racial 

caste system and were frightened at the prospect 

that African American veterans had taken seriously 

the official U.S. position that the war was a war for 

democracy and that Nazi Germany was a 

murderous, racist, totalitarian regime. The brutal 

beating and blinding of veteran Isaac Woodard in 

South Carolina on February 12 , 1946 provoked national outrage.ò (Walker, 2014)  Robeson 

confronted Truman in the Oval Office and after a brief spat Truman did not want to hear from 

Robeson and abruptly cut the meeting short. 

 Robeson became a global icon and by far the most popular and celebrated Black icon of 

the time, not only in the United States but overseas.  Unfortunately, his views did not sit well 

with the U.S. government where Robeson views aligned with Russia.  With his views and Civil 

Rights activism Robeson was seen as enemy by the U.S. government and was eventually 

blacklisted.   

 

 

  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Robeson
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  "No Known Restrictions: NAACP Attorney Thurgood Marshall by Thomas J. 

O'Halloran, 1957 (LOC)" by pingnews.com is marked with CC PDM 1.0 

May 17, 1954, Brown vs. The Board of Education overturns 

Plessy vs. Ferguson of 1896 that segregation is legal.  Future 

supreme court justice Thurgood Marshall argued for the 

landmark case that consisted of five cases consolidated into one.  During 

the trial supreme court Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson passed away where 

President Eisenhower appointed California Governor Earl Warren to 

replace him.  Warren wrote that ñin the field of public education the 

doctrine of óseparate but equalô has no place,ô as segregated schools are ñinherently unequal.ò  

As a result, the Court ruled that the plaintiffs were being ñdeprived of the equal protection of the 

laws guaranteed by the 14th Amendment.ò 

 

August 28, 1955, the lynching of Emmett Till  after falsely 

being accused of whistling at a white woman brought national 

headlines.  To show the severity of his lynching Mamie Till, his 

mother, decided to have an open casket funeral. 

 

 

 

December 1, 1955 the day that catapulted the Civil Rights 

Movement when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white 

man on a bus in Montgomery Alabama.  Her arrest led to the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott that lasted one year.  The impact of 

Rosa Parks actions cannot be understated that the significance of her 

actions brought change that effected generations of people until this 

day.  In 1999, Parks was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, 

the highest honor the United States bestows on a civilian.  On 

October 24, 2005, when she passed away at the age of 92, she became the first woman in 

the nationôs history to lie in state at the U.S. Capitol. 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/39735679@N00/514195937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/39735679@N00/514195937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/39735679@N00
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Plessy-v-Ferguson-1896
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurgood_Marshall
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Emmett-Till
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/rosa-parks
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/montgomery-bus-boycott
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"4 - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement" by U.S. Embassy 

The Hague is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0 

  September 7, 1957 The integration of 

Central High School in Little Rock 

Arkansas.  Nine Black students were 

blocked from entering the high school 

known as the ñLittle Rock Nineò, as a result 

President Eisenhower had to deploy Federal 

Troops to aid in integration.  

 

February 1, 1960 Sit-Ins at a Woolworth in Greensboro North after four college 

students, Ezell Blair Jr., 

David Richmond, Franklin 

McCain and Joseph 

McNeil refused to move from 

an all-white lunch counter.  

These sit-ins started similar 

acts of civil disobedience 

throughout the south, and 

evaluate the limits of non-

violent protest, as protesters 

were spit on, hit, and beaten by 

counter protesters.  Non-

Violent protest was enacted by Martin Luther King Jr. and fellow Black pastors in 1957.  

A tactic that Gandhi successfully used to protest British settlement and colonization of 

India.  

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/47873224@N06/8443765489
https://www.flickr.com/photos/47873224@N06
https://www.flickr.com/photos/47873224@N06
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://civilrightstrail.com/attraction/little-rock-central-high-school-national-historic-site/
https://civilrightstrail.com/experience/student-led-sit-ins-across-the-south-lead-to-desegregated-businesses/
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Ella Baker is a civil rights 

powerhouse that does not get 

the recognition as others during 

the era.  ñInspired by the 

historic bus boycott in 

Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955, 

Baker cofounded the 

organization In Friendship to 

raise money for the civil rights 

movement in the South. In 1957 

she met with a group of 

Southern black ministers and 

helped form the Southern 

Christian Leadership 

Conference (SCLC) to coordinate reform efforts throughout the South. Martin Luther 

King Jr. served as the SCLCôs first president and Baker as its director. She left the SCLC 

in 1960 to help student leaders of college activist groups organize the Student Nonviolent 

Coordinating Committee (SNCC). With her guidance and encouragement, SNCC became 

one of the foremost advocates for human rights in the country. Her influence was 

reflected in the nickname she acquired: ñFundi,ò a Swahili word meaning a person who 

teaches a craft to the next generation.ò (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica , 2021) 

 Ella Baker believed in grassroots working from the ground up, where the future 

was with the youth.  Baker is also responsible for mentoring merging activist Diane 

Nash, Stokely Carmichael, and Bob Moses. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ella_Baker
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Southern-Christian-Leadership-Conference
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   In 1960 six Black children in 

New Orleans passed an exam to 

integrate and all white elementary 

school.  While families of two 

decided to stay in their school, 

three known as McDonogh Three 

went to McDonogh Elementary.  

While Ruby Bridges family 

decided to send Ruby to William 

Frantz Elementary School.  On 

November 14, 1960, Ruby, had to 

be escorted by Federal Marshals to 

attend the school due to the 

constant threats. 

 

 

 

 

  June 11, 1963, Alabama Governor 

George Wallace stood in the doorway 

at the University of Alabama to halt 

integration.  After refusing to let two 

Black students from entering, 

President John F. Kennedy, called on 

the United States National Guard to 

protect and aid in integration.   

 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonogh_Three
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby_Bridges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Wallace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
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     August 28, 1963, The March on Washington, that some say was the pinnacle of 

 

"Martin Luther King Jr National Historic Site" by National Park Service is licensed under CC BY 2.0 

Martin Luther Kingȿs stature, as he delivered the iconic and historical ñI Have a 

Dreamò speech on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.  With an estimated 250,000 in 

attendance King addressed freedoms and jobs and to high light the economic and social 

disparities for African Americans. 

 

 

https://www.naacp.org/marchonwashington/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/42600860@N02/36233249121
https://www.flickr.com/photos/42600860@N02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/1964/king/biographical/
https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf
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June 12, 1963, Medgar Evers a civil 

rights activist and a member of the NAACP was 

assassinated outside of his home in Mississippi.  

Justice was not served until 1994 when his case was 

reopened.  

 

 

 

 

September 15, 1963, four girls are killed and several injured 

after a church bombing at 16th St. Baptist Church in 

Birmingham Alabama leading to protest.  

The four girls killed in the bombing (clockwise from top left): Addie Mae 

Collins, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, and Carol Denise McNair 

 

 

 

 

 

"Malcolm X: I'm for truth, no matter who tells 

it."  by Paulsasleepwalker is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0 

February 21, 1965, Civil  rights icon Malcolm X was 

assassinated while rallying for members for the Nation of 

Islam. 

 

 

https://www.biography.com/activist/medgar-evers
https://www.nps.gov/articles/16thstreetbaptist.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92531158@N02/9601988337
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March 7, 1965 The March to Selma 

that also included Bloody Sunday 
brought international attention when Martin 

Luther King along with Southern Christian 

Leadership Council (SCLC) and the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC) attempted to register black voters.  

Opposition from local authorities hampered 

efforts until the U.S. government provided safe 

passage for Marchers from Selma to Montgomery. 

 

 

  James Meredith  on June 6, 1966 Meredith embarked 

on a solo 220-mile trip through the Mississippi Delta to 

highlight the passing of the Voters Right Act of 1965 to 

encourage black to vote and highlight racial oppression.  On 

his second day from his trip from Memphis, TN to Jackson, 

MS he was shot and wounded by Aubrey James Norvell.  

After Meredith lay wounded and recovered organizers 

continued his march and amassed 15,000 people arriving in 

Jackson Mississippi on June 26, 1966.  As a result, 4,000 

Black Mississippianôs registered to vote.   

 

 

During this March both Martin Luther 

King  Jr. and Stokely Carmichael marched side by 

side, however, the different generations had 

opposing views.  By this time MLKs non-violent 

protest was beginning to subside while Carmichael 

opposed this creating a shift in ideals in the Black 

community.   

 

 

https://civilrightstrail.com/destination/selma/
https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/civilrights/al4.htm
https://nationalsclc.org/about/history/
https://nationalsclc.org/about/history/
https://snccdigital.org/
https://snccdigital.org/
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October 1966 Originally the Black Panther Party of Self Defense the name was changed 

simply to the Black Panther Party.  Founded in 

Oakland California by Huey Newton 

and Bobby Seale after the assassination 

of Malcolm X and to address the issue of 

police brutality in the African American 

community.  The Black Panther Party was a 

militant group which they did not agree 

completely with Martin Luther King Jrôs non-

violent protest and were more in line by 

Malcolm Xôs ñby any means necessaryò 

mantra.  Later on, Stokely Carmichael 

became ñhonorary prime ministerò after 

developing the black power movement.  This 

Afro Trinidadian American was leader of the 

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

and after changing his approach from non-

violent protest he eventually became leader of the All -African Peopleôs Revolutionary 

Party.  

 

 

  

April 4, 1968, while in Memphis Tennessee 

protesting a sanitation strike Martin Luther 

King Jr. was struck down by an assassinôs 

bullet on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel.  

Later, authorities captured James Earl Ray of 

murder, Ray died approximately 30 years 

later. 

  

 

   

https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/black-panthers
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October 16, 1968 Mexico City, Mexico during the 

Olympics sprinters Tommie Smith and John 

Carlos give the black power salute in protest of the 

treatment of African Americans back home.  Later, the 

sacrifice Australian sprinter Peter Norman faced after 

supporting Smith and Carlos will be mentioned. 

 

 

 

 

    Wyomia Tyus on that same day in Mexico 

Tyus also made history by becoming the first 

person to win back 100m gold medals 20 years 

before Carl Lewis.  Unfortunately overshadowed 

by Smith and Carlos her subtle protest was not 

seen and long forgotten.  Instead of the required 

white shorts Tyus wore dark blue shorts with the 

protest against racism symbol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Olympic Project for Human Rights aim was to 

highlight and protest against segregation in the U.S. and elsewhere.  

This patch was displayed on Olympians such as Tommie Smith, 

John Carlos, Peter Norman, Wyomia Tyus, and others during 

the 1968 Olympics. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tommiesmith.com/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/john-carlos-1945/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/john-carlos-1945/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyomia_Tyus
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December 4, 1969, Chicagoland native and leader, 

Fred Hampton, of the Chicago Chapter of the Black 

Panther Party was executed by Cook County Police while 

working with the FBI and Chicago Police Department while 

conducting a raid.  Hampton was a revolutionary, as the 

creator of the Rainbow Coalition he was capable to relate 

and recruit various races and ethnicities for his cause.  The 

multicultural leader worked along with the Young Patriots a 

poor white southern group from Appalachia residing in 

Chicagoôs Uptown Neighborhood and the Young Lords a Latino 

street gang that became a civil and human rights organization and 

created alliances with various Chicago gangs for a common cause.   

 

  

 

Unlike the former Spanish colonies where intermarriage was encouraged to ñwhitenò the 

nation, in the United States this was illegal in certain states.  June 12, 1967 The Supreme 

Court announced Virginiaôs interracial law violated the 14th Amendment, in the Loving v. 

Virginia case. About a year and a half later, around the time The Civil Rights Movement was 

coming to an end, history was made on November 22, 1968 on the television show Star 

Trek with the first interracial kiss seen on American television.  Nichelle Nichols was first African 

American woman to have a continuing co-starring role on television.  Groundbreaking for the 

time, years later after this accomplishment she makes history once again with costar William 

Shatner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Hampton
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Post-Civil  Rights Era 

Black history during the 1970s was a change in identity from early to mid-1970s with the 

introduction of Blaxploitation movies.   

Prior to blaxploitation movies black were 

normally seen as passive and subservient 

to whites this changed since it ushered a 

new era of Black identity.  Black people 

were heroes and no longer the sidekick, 

with its setbacks of negative stereotypes, 

no longer taking orders with confidence 

and bravery.  The negative stereotypes 

include Blacks living in the ghetto, 

glorifying pimps, and prostitution.   

Around the same time 

blaxploitation movies were in abundance, 

in Chicago, an innovator and business man by the name of Don Cornelius was 

creating a black show similar to American Bandstand, that show would be Soul Train .  

This cultural phenomenon had famous acts such as Marvin Gaye, Smokey Robinson, The 

Jackson 5, and many more.  The showed Black pride and culture for the nation to see.  Cornelius 

was the first African American to have his own syndicated television show after getting 

partnership with local company Johnson Products Company the maker of Afro-Sheen, Soul 

Train received national syndication.  

 

 

 
August 11, 1973 at 1520 Sedgewick Ave 
Bronx New York, the back to school party that 

changed everything.  Long time Bronx resident 

Clive Campbell aka DJ Kool Herc found 

an innovative way to play music using two turn 

tables playing the same record focusing on the 

rhythm or beat section of the track..  Clive 

Campbell also began to speak over the tracks 

something that was common in his native country 

of Jamaica. Thus  Hip-Hop was officially 

born making history. 
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The Rumble in The Jungle 

 On October 30, 1974 ñThe Greatestò Muhammed 

Ali and heavy weight champion George Foreman 

fought in Zaire, modern day Congo, that some say 

was the best sporting event in the 20th century.  Prior 

to cementing himself as the ñgreatest,ò Ali, wa 

s also a civil rights icon and critic of the Vietnam 

War.  After refusing to inlist in the war, then Cassius 

Clay, was stripped of his title and was sentenced five 

years in 1967 that was not served.  After missing out 

of his prime years for about 3 years Ali returned to 

the ring.  After converting to Islam in the early 70ôs 

Ali returned to the ring.  Prior to the Rumble in The 

Jungle Ali had 17 fights leading to the fight 

including two losses one to Joe Frazier and 

another to Ken Norton.  Ali trained in Africa for 

the fight where he rallied the locals in his favor.  

Chanting ñAli Bomayeò (kill him), Ali won the crowd.  During the fight Ali was nine years older 

and not as strong as Foreman, so Ali used trash talk to anger Foreman and the Rope a Dope to 

tire his stronger opponent.  The results was historic, Ali knocked out Foreman in the 8th round 

and reclaimed the heavy weight title.   

 Just after the nations bi-centennial ABC broadcasting took a gamble and aired the 

epic Roots mini-series after Alex Haleyôs novel.  January 1977 Roots was educational to the 

masses and showed a harsh and accurate glimpse what slavery was like approximately 110 some 

odd years prior when slavery was abolished.   

 

 Black history during the 1980s had an abundant of firsts, which is not going to be 

mentioned during this decade.  On November 2, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan made Martin Luther 

King Jr.  Day a federal holiday, that is 

observed on the third Monday in January.  A month 

later December 3, 1983, the music landscape 

changed forever with Michael Jacksonôs 

smash hit Thriller that debuted on MTV.  ñBut the 

album's success can't be measured by sales alone. 

As Jackson moonwalked his way into music 

history, "Thriller" set a new benchmark for 

blockbusters that changed how the music business 

promoted and marketed superstar releases. It also changed MTV, breaking down the 

cable network's racial barriers and raising the bar for video quality.ò (Mitchell, 2009)   

https://www.biography.com/athlete/muhammad-ali
https://www.biography.com/athlete/muhammad-ali
https://www.biography.com/athlete/george-foreman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Frazier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Norton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rope-a-dope
https://www.nytimes.com/paidpost/history/roots-a-cultural-force-that-changed-the-nation.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/african-american-history-timeline-1980-1989-45446
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/ronald-reagan/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Jackson


Bliaspora.com 
 

 

60 

 

 
 

 In 1983  during an MTV interview David Bowie 

addressed the issue of racism on the network.  Bowie, husband of 

Iman, and an extraordinary musician brought the issue to the 

forefront. 

 

 

 

 Black history during the 1990s The 

beginning of the decade was highlighted by 

police brutality that Black people have been 

voicing for decades.  It was finally seen 

worldwide when motorist Rodney King was 

caught on camera getting beaten by Los Angeles 

police officers.   ñOn March 3, 1991, King was 

violently beaten by LAPD officers during his 

arrest for fleeing and evading on California State 

Route 210. A civilian, George Holliday, filmed 

the incident from his nearby balcony and sent the footage to local news station KTLA . The 

footage clearly showed King being beaten repeatedly, and the incident was covered by news 

media around the world.ò (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_King)  On April 29, 1992, after a 

predominately white jury deliberated for 7 days found four white officers ñnot guiltyò in the 

beating of King.  The results, a community fed up and enraged, the beginning of the LA riots had 

begun.  The riots lasted for about 6 days with 1 billion in damages, approximately 60 deaths, 

16,000 riot related crimes, 7,000 fires, and about 14,000 troops deployed it is understandable to 

the staggering price tag. 

 The Rodney King beating brought to light racial injustice and 

the uncomfortable topic of race that divided America.  Ironically 

approximately five weeks prior, on January 27, 1991, across the nation 

in Tampa Florida, Super Bowl XXV national anthem unified a nation.  

At the age of 27, ten days after the Gulf War began, Whitney 

Houston sang the greatest rendition of the Star Spangle Banner .  
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Since 2000 we seen a lot of first that are not 

going to be mentioned except for one.  In 

2005 a natural disaster demonstrated how a 

personôs social economics status can be a life 

and death situation.  Hurricane 

Katrina pounded New Orleans causing 

levees to collapse under the immense 

hurricane winds and storm surge.  The 

population of New Orleans at the time was 

approximately 60% African American, 

unfortunately, many of the Black people resided 

in low lying areas susceptible to flooding. These 

areas at time would be easily 10 feet below sea level and have the deepest of waters where many 

had to climb onto rooftops to escape the flooding.  No real plan was in place, if you had money, 

you could take a plane, bus, or train the poor was forced to ride out the storm with thousands 

heading to the super dome.   

 

 

 

  November 4, 2008, Barack 

Obama became the first African 

American president of the United States.  

Born from a white mother and a Kenyan 

father, Obama won approximately 53% of 

the popular vote to Arizona Senator John 

McCainôs approximate 46%.  Four years 

later Obama defeated Mitt Romney to 

become a two-term president.  In the eight 

years as Commander in Chief, Obama, 

racked up some impressive accolades.  

Obamacare, ending the great recession, saving the U.S. auto industry, capture and killing Osama 

Bin Laden, and Fought for LGBTQ rights and marriage including many more.  During Obamaôs 

tenure technology advanced by leaps and bounds.  The device that is a lifeline to us all, the cell 

phone, changed when Steve Jobs introduced the iPhone in January 2007 with a launch in June 

that same year.  Although launched at the end of President George W. Bushôs presidency it was 

not until the 3rd generation that a video camera was introduced.  Along with Android phones 

people essentially have pocket computers, which can do many things, one of them capturing 

video.  And with these videos, many can finally see the horrible truth that happens in black 

communities for a long time, police killings of black men and the brutality of people of color. 
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On February 27, 2012, Trayvon Martin was killed by community watch captain George 

Zimmerman, in Florida, with the states controversial ñStand Your Groundò law as his defense.  

Similar in nature to the killing of a young Black male with Emmitt 

Till  in the 1950s which contributed to the Civil Rights Movement, 

Martinôs death and acquittal of his murderer started another 

movement, Black Lives Matter.  August 9, 2014, a police shooting 

in Ferguson Missouri added fuel to the flames.  Mike Brown an 

unarmed Black teen was shot by police six times resulting in 

Browns lifeless body remaining in the center of the street.  The 

aftermath a movement has risen in Black Lives Matter, and some 

would call the disruptors who would not be ignored.  Riots lasted 

for over a week with attempts of Ferguson officers not only 

attempting to stop the violence but suppress the freedom of press 

by arresting journalists from doing their jobs.  Black Lives Matter 

received more notoriety during Ferguson but continued its mission 

in later police shootings.  Summer of 2016 with the killing of two 

black men, Alton Sterling  and Philando Castile, in the 

hands of the police days apart captured by video made national 

headlines.  

 A couple of months later the issue of police brutality was 

brought back on the national stage during the San Francisco 

Giants third preseason game.  People noticed that quarterback Colin Kaepernick did not 

stand for the national anthem.  The post-game interview Kaepernick explained ñI am not going to 

stand up to show pride in a flag for a country that oppresses Black people and people of color. To 

me, this is bigger than football and it would be selfish on my part to look the other way. There 

are bodies in the street and people getting paid leave and getting away with murder."  The 

following game of the preseason Kaepernick received advised from a veteran that kneeling 

would more appropriate during his protest.  Along with a couple of teammates the decision to 

kneel became common, kneeling began spreading to other teams throughout the NFL.   
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  January 26, 2020, a helicopter crash in Calabasas California killing nine, including 

Kobe Bryant and 13-year-old daughter Gianna 

created shockwaves across the globe.  A year removed 

after winning an Oscar, Bryant was transitioning to his 

second act after basketball with a tremendous amount of 

time focusing on his family and the support of women 

athletics.   The people who he touched was incredible 

where tributes from the NBA, NHL, UFC, PGA, soccer, 

and tennis players.  Fans from India, Philippines, Italy, 

and United States were painting murals in his honor, 

Bryantôs death signifies the importance of sports in our 

daily lives.   

 

"Kobe Bryant" by WDPG share is licensed under CC BY 2.0 

 

  

 

 

 

 May 25, 2020 Memorial Day, a day where two events one in Central Park and 

another in Minneapolis with the death of George Floyd, shows that the United States has a long 

way to go on the subject on race and police brutality.  The incident in Central Park is an example 

of a series of events in recent years where white women would call the police on primarily 

African Americans also other people of color for doing daily activities.  ñKarenôs,ò now known 

as, has called police on Blacks for doing the following activities: 

1. Barbecuing at a park 

2. Sitting in a Starbucks 

3. Shopping at a CVS 

4. Selling water 

5. Mowing lawns 

6. Going to the store 

7. Returning from a late night at work 

8. Playing golf 

9. Staying at an Airbnb 

10. Napping on a couch 

11. Visiting a pool 

12. Running a business 

13. Cashing a check 

                                                                               Source: USA Today 
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  Christian and Amy Cooperôs (not related) incident made national headlines due to the lengths 

Amy Cooper went to attempt to get Christian arrested.  The video shows her using an elevated 

voice and distress to appear as if her life was in imminent danger while choking her dog in the 

process.  By the time the police arrived at the scene they had both left.  Recently, it was reported 

911 had called her back, she stated that Christian tried to assault her.  The results from the 

incident were swift, Amy lost her job once she was identified and temporarily got her dog taken 

away from her.  Now she faces possible jail time for filing a false police report.  As a result, 

some local governments are attempting to curb this trend by arresting people who file false 

police reports. 

 Slightly over 1,100 miles away in Minneapolis later that evening George Floyd was 

getting arrested for possibly passing off a counterfeit bill to pay for cigarettes.   Responding 

officers Derek Chauvin, Tao Thao, James Alexander Kueng, and Thomas Kiernan Lane arrested 

Floyd while on lookers watched and recorded.  Initial video shows officer Chauvin callously 

kneeling on Floydôs neck for 9 minutes and 29 seconds while Floyd can be heard repeatedly 

saying "I can't breathe", "Please", and "Mama."  A second video was released later showing that 

the other two officers Kueng and Lane kneeling on his torso and his legs.  With the combined 

compression of three men there was no way Floyd could have gotten up.  While onlookers 

pleaded to the officers to get off him and to check his pulse, it was too late George Floyd died in 

the hands of the police sparking a global movement and protest like no other .   

 

 

 

"File:Protest against police violence - 

Justice for George Floyd, May 26, 2020 

25.jpg" by Fibonacci Blue is licensed 

under CC BY 2.0 
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"Protest against police violence - Justice for George 

Floyd" by Fibonacci Blue is licensed under CC BY 2.0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"A protester at 38th Street and S. 

Chicago Avenue in Minneapolis on 

Tuesday after the death of George 

Floyd in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota" by Lorie Shaull is licensed 

under CC BY-SA 2.0   
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"The Day Miami 

Burned" by Mike Shaheen is 

licensed under CC BY 2.0   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"DSC03302" by BAMCorp is licensed under CC BY-SA 

2.0   
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