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PREFACE

Bliaspora

B/i&SpOfas the dispersion dlack peoplérom Africa throughout the world. Due to the

Arab and Transatlantic slave traddack peopléhave been dispersed throughout the world,
these groups of people of African descent reshaped the political, economic, and culture of
nations for centuries. Aldugh millions ofBlacks were forced into slavery, many others
voluntarily migrated from Africa for promises of a better life elsewhere.

Black 360° Five

Black360° Five iike Pan Africanism whicltelebrates antecognizeshe various
nationalitiesandcultureswithin the Black community365 days a year.

Black History Month
B/i&SpOf and Black 360° Fivé:re created from the stagnatiorBick history

month. Year after yedlack history month repeatedly discusses the first in the African

American communities, civil rights, and slavery. The narrativiglatk peopléas not the same,

black history montltompletely ignores Africans, Afr@ ar i b b e a n dainoswho ae Af r o
an integral part and are embedded in African American history and are not discussed. Amongst
many AfroCar i bbeandés a separate month inamdune to
with that frustration being comprehensible. Whether the cultliiferencewithin theBlack

community is small or large the conversations should be discussed. W.E.B. Dubois, Stokely
Carmichael, Marcus Garvey, Colin Powell, and Barack Obama are all prominent names
mentioned throughowlack history, but it is unfortunate they are labeled A#merican and

not Afro-Caribbean or African. People can fit into multiple categories since all five men
mentioned are also of African descent, however, arsergralAfro-Americans foreigrBlack

peopleare not considered as black. Bliaspora is designelaioge the narrative &lack

history and teach the differences amongst blacks. For too long, the accomplishments of people
who are African or African descent have been denied due to the Eurocentric view and/or racism.

—
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Accomplishments Denied
Eurocentricis reflecting a tendency to interpret the world in terms of European or Anglo

American values and experiencl%acisms the prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism

directed against someone of a different race

Examples of Eurocentric views would be the depiction of Jesus Christ as white with long straight

hair or Ancent Egyptians depicted as white in movies and other media. These Eurocentric views

and racism go hand in hand and is the justification of Europeans enslaving Africans since they

were viewed as inferior. The view by many in Europe denied the accomplishment of Africans

building monumental structures throughout Africa that include the pgisaim Ancient Egypt,

Kush, or structures built in Great Zimbabwe. The Dark Continent that Europeans called had no

history, that further justified slavery, or in some case attempted to give the credit to themselves

for the monuments that were constructdtish historianHugh TrevorRoperwent on record as

saying: APerhaps in the future there wild.l be

noneonly the history of Europeans in Africa. Th
The concept of denying n ecdltare or race can be seen in former Spanish colorees

i mporting of Europeans t o A wlniguasien. Ihdoree popul a

Spanish countries tHerefathersvere whitened to get rid of the African features in sculptures

and paintings. Whyarethe accomplishments of th&aitian Revolutiorwhere a slave population

defeated three superpoweistheFrench, British, and Spanish aftetharteenyeargrueling

rebellion just brushed aside? Or that the largettefss in the Western Hemisphere lays on top of

a mountain in HaitiCitadelle Laferrierés a mountain top fortress constructed by former slaves

in Haiti to fend off a possible attack from Francesdimstitute slavery, some say tH&w8onder

of the world. The biggest lie Ancient Egypt, like mentioned earlier, in most cinema Ancient

Egyptians are portrayed as lighter skinned with straight hair. Why ane#es of statues broken

off, was it done to hide the African features of this once great civilizatibw&nt Denornwas a

French artist, diplomat, writer, and archeologist noted.

i Though its proportions are colossal, the outline is pure and gratteful,
expression of the head is mild, gracious, and trandiié;character is
African, but the mouth, and lips of which are thigkhas a softness and
delicacy of execution truly admirablié seems real life and flesh. Art must
have been at a high pitch whthis monument was executed; for, if the
head wants what is called style, that is the say, the straight and bold lines
which give expression to the figures under which the Greeks have
designated their deities, yet sufficient justice has been rendeitesl fine
simplicity and character of nature which is displayed in this figure o

Another Frenchmert, ;was a nobleman, philogher, historian,
orientalist, politician, and abolitionist wrote.

( 1
L 8 )


https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hugh-Trevor-Roper-Baron-Dacre-of-Glanton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blanqueamiento
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haitian_Revolution
http://www.citadellelaferriere.com/
https://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/why-are-noses-missing-so-many-egyptian-statues-007493
https://www.ancient-origins.net/artifacts-other-artifacts/why-are-noses-missing-so-many-egyptian-statues-007493
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivant_Denon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantin_Fran%C3%A7ois_de_Chasseb%C5%93uf,_comte_de_Volney
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AAll the Egyptians have laloated face, puffedip eyes, flat nose, thick lips

T in a word, the true face of the mulatto. | was tempted to attribute it to the
climate, but when | visited éhSphinx, its appearance gave me the key to the
riddle. On seeing that heatyjpically Negroin all its features|

remembered the remarkable passage where Herodotus says:

0As for me, I judge the Colchians to be
because, like thm, they areBlack with woolly haird
Aln other words, the Ancient Egyptians we

as all nativeborn Africans. That being so, we can see how their blood,

mixed for several centuries with that of the Greeks and Romanshauest

lost the intensity of its original color, while retaining nonetheless the

i mprint of i1its original mol d. o
AJust think that this race of Bl ack men t

our scorn, is the very race to which we owe arts, sciences, anceavgeth

of speech! Just imagine, finally, that it is in the midst of people who call

themselves the greatest friends of liberty and humanity that one has

approved the most barbarous slavery and questioned whether Black men

have the same kind intelligencevah i t e s ! 0

(Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt in the Years 1783, 1784, and

1785 p. 8683)
This denial of one's history al eestgpmuasisécehin Eur oc
the doctorKenneth and Mamie Clakknd " The Dol |l Test . 0

Aln the 1940s, psychol ogi
Mamie Clark designed and conducted a
series of experiments known colloquially as

Aithe doll testso to stud)
effects of segregfion on AfricarAmerican
children.

Drs. Clark used four dolls, identical
except for color, to test
perceptions. Their subjects, children between
the ages of three to seven, were asked to
identify both the race of the dolls and which
color doll they preferMost of the children
preferred the white doll and assigned positive
characteristics to it. The Clarks concluded
that oOprejudice, discri mi
segregationd created a f¢



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_and_Mamie_Clark
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among AfricanrAmerican children and damed their seHe s t e @.DF - Défend Educate
Empower, 2020AIthough this experiment was used to during Brown vs the Board of Education,
which separate is not equal, this experiment applies to Eurocentric views today. This denial of
history and damaged sedteem may be the cause of omission of our rich African past where
great kingdoms and empires existed. Our history did not begin whentwétge slave ships in

the United States, Haiti, Jamaica, Cuba, Brazil, Mexico, Bahamas, Puerto Rico, or many other
slave colonies, during the transatlantic slave trade but it began in Affcletter understand

the various cultures amongd3fack peoge it is important begin discussions about{Slavery

and Colonization of Africa where great empires ruled.

For Additional Information Visit
https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol _mode.pdf?seque

Chapter 1

African Civilizations

: : B Kingdom of Kush The kingdom of Kush

%%%EER \[ATIN thrived from 2000 B.C. to 350 A.D. and had ties to

e ' Ancient Egypt. The Kingdom of Kush remnants can
currently be seen on the walls, tombs, and temples
throughout ancient Egypt. The depictions on the murals
portray the Kushites as darkskin bearing gifts, this
may be seen has a good gesture but the relationship of
the two empires was complicated. The Kingdom of
Kush was south of Egypt down the Nile River and with
this proximity to the two empires created a major
trading hub or centerThe fractured relationship
between Kush and Ancient Egypt as Egypt raided
several territories of Kush. During the New Kingdom
CONQUERDRS OFANCIENT EGTPT period (16061100 BC), now under the rule of Egypt
i Kush became to adopt Egyptian way of life wish
included worshiping Egyptian ds and wearing
Egyptian clothingiEgy pt 6 s weakness was
strength, and the Kingdom of Kush is first dated to c.
1069 BCE when the Kushite kings were able to reign
without fear or reference to Egyptian monarchs or policies. Napata was chosen agdhefca

< exicu's Dffer Border P
Bﬁ::ga’:‘as: Qutsidersin Afgham:tan ‘ l‘“ m
On the Trail of Japan's Master Fee (LA

( 1
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https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol_mode.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repositori.upf.edu/bitstream/handle/10230/33501/Monton_EurJArchaeol_mode.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.ancient.eu/Kush/
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the new kingdom which continued to trade with Egypt but were able to expand their commerce
now with other nations. Kings at first were still buried at Kerma but eventually the royal
necropolis was established at Napata. The kingdom grew steatlilit was powerful enough to
take what it wanted from Egypt whenever it pleased, and/yen this time came, they did not
enter Egypt as conquerors butras | iatenbos preserving Egyptian cultuséMark, The

Kingdom ofKush, 2018)

For further information visit :

The Land of Punt The Land of Punt is described in Ancient Egyptian text as the land of
gods existed around 2500 BC. Although scholars are still debating the exact location of this
ancient civilizations, manycholars believe it is found in modern day Somalia. The Land of Punt
traded with Ancient Egypt and both empires benefited equally through these transactions.
AAmMong the treasures brought to Egypt from Punt were gold, ebony, wild animals, animal skins,
elephant tusks, ivory, spices, precious woods, cosmetics, incense and frankincense and myrrh
trees. The incense trees mentioned were an especially impressive article of trade. As noted, this
exchange is the first time in recorded history that fauna (plantseas) was successfully
transpl ant ed i(MarkaPug,20l®r country. O

For further information visit

Carthage from 813 to 146 BC was a North African hub which existed for over 500 years
that clashed with Ancient Rome during the Punic Wars.

fAt its peak, its capital city boasted nearly half a million inhabitants and included a protected
harbor outfitted withddci ng bays for 220 ships. Carthageods
North Africa to Spain and parts of the Mediterranean, but its thirst for expansion led to increased
friction with the burgeoning Roman Republic. Beginning in 264 B.C., the ancienpswies

clashed in the three bloody Punic Wars, the last of which ended in 146 B.C. with thetalear
destruction of Carthage. Today, almost all that remains of therigtey empire is a series of
ruins i n t heeANDREWS, 7 mffuenflabAfricas Endpires, 2018p some

Carthage may be controversial since some question whether this greatweaspuied by

blacks. History tells us that Europearanotaccept the fact th&lack peoplecan be advanced

or defeat a white empire, ex. Haiti. Whether it be racism or colorism, that narrative still exist.
Ancient Egyptians being depicted as white in movies.

For further information visit

—
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Kush
https://www.ancient.eu/punt/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Punt
https://www.carthage.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthage
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The Kingdom of AKSum as seen below Aksum was in eastern Africa where current

nations of Ethiopia, Somalia, and including the southwestern portion ofr#iigaA Peninsula.
From 300 to 700 A.D. the Aksum
empire existed where trading with

5 Mearerrancengap e 7’\{ WS empires of E t, Arabia, Persia
- P Wt LA N P 9yPL ’ ’
S e A:}zf\g |

India, and Rome made Aksusn
m....b\m% international trading power.

flIAksum provides a counterpoint to

the Greek and Roman worlds and is

i aninteresting example of a sub
Saharan civilization flourishing
towards the end of the period of the
great Mediterranean empires. It
provides a link between the trading
systems of the Mediterranean and
the Asiatic world and shows the
extent of internationailommerce at
that time. It holds the fascination of
bei ng avilizatiorg wet ode that was African, Christian, withdten script, coinage, and
international reputation. It was arguably as advanced as the Western European societies of the
t i MEHE®BRITISH MUSEUM, 2016)After 800 years of existence Aksum fellNuslim
invaders between 632 and 750 A.D. the empire lost its hold as a trading superpower after the port
city was destroyed resulting im &solated empire.

SAHARA Y
' Tropic ot Cancer

‘ . ’ : D g ARABIAN
2008 - . PEN

B Aksum kingdom =t
= Trade routes

For further information on visit :

: - Mali Empire The Kingdom of Mali
o L PR T existed from 1230 1600 A.D. in Western

- AErEs "u*f Africa after the collapse of the Ghana Empire.
Like the Ghana Empire the source of wealth
came from gold but further eastward where
new gold deposits were found. Although, gold
was the most pfidable commodity salt was
another source of revenue for this emplite.
was in this context that the Empire of

fiMal i 6s mosMansaMusa r ul er

ascended to the throne. It is debated by
histoians whet her Mansa Musa was the grandson of
hi m Sund.i-eephavg erif lgerwasrthg grandson of Abu Bakr. What is known is that
Mansa Musa converted to Islam and underwent a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324, agedrbgan
60 000 individuals anthassivequantities of gold. His generosity was so great that by the time

FAVANNA
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he left Mecca he had used every piece of gold he had takehimithndhad to borrow money
for the return trip.

Mansa Musa was known to be a wise and efficient ruler, and one of his greatest

accomplishments was his commission of some of the greatest buildings of Timbuktu. In 1327 the
Great Mosque in Timbuktu wasnstructedand Timbuktu would later becomecanterof

|l earning. At the end of Mansa Musadbds reign, h
which subsequently becomes one of the greaggerf learning in the Islamic world, and the

greatest library in Africa at the time. The Sankara Madrasstinsa¢sd to have housed between

250 000 and 700 000 manuscripts, making it the largest library in Africa since the Great Library

of Alexandria.Some sources claim that during his reign Mansa Musa conquered 24 cities with its
surrounding land, thus expanditite empire greatly frhe Empire of Mali, 2019)

Mansa Musa died in 1337 resulting with the remaining successors lacking the ability to govern
the way Mansa Musa did so efficiently and effectively. Within 50 yearpdterful kingdom of

Mali began to weaken after the Mansa Musa and the discovery of more gold has been discovered
east of the Mali Empire.

For further information visit : https://en.wikipedia.oraviki/Mali Empire

Songhai Empire with the decline of

the Mali Empire in the 1400s the Songhai

Empire arose to the east. The Songhai had

two rulers,onebeingSunni Ali, who built a

vast empire by military c
rule began in 1464 and lasted almost 30 years.
Sunni owas dusted by Askia

Muhammad after fellouslimsaccused

him of not being a devoiuslim and

revolted. Muhammad was in power for 37

years, becoming an excellent leader and set up

an efficient tax systeniilhe opening up of

the sea route to thdediteraneanwould also

mean the tranSaharan camel caravans now faced serious competition as the best way to get
trade goods to North Africa aritlirope However, the Portuguese were not quite so successful

as they had hoped in exploiting Africa's resourcesta®dy, the Songhai in any case managed to
monopolizethe Saharan caravan trade which brought rock salt and luxury goods like fine cloth,
glassware, sugar, and horses to the Sudan region in exchange for gold, ivory, spices, kola nuts,
hides, and slavesimbuktu, with a population of around 100,000 in the+tfidh century CE,
continued to thr i veentaosleamingintoahet é6th@pdd7thicéntudes d a s
CE when theity boasted many mosques and 158D Koranic schoole.(Cartwright, 2019) The

downfall of the Songhai Empire wéseirlack of weapons. The Songhai used spears and swords,
however, the invading forces had advanced to projectile weapons with the use of gunpowder that
was invented by the Chinese in the ninth century.

13
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ZAMBIA Ben AN\ ':.’ Great Zimbabwe was a great
NSNS Y ’ empire that arose in the 13th through
=1 o N | Mozammaur i . .

~ N J 15thcenturiesand little is known of
| ZIMBABWE j. them do to the lack of any writing

-

found. Carbon dated shows that the

sotswana | et Finbebive first bricks laid fortheir massive
\—} / structures began around 900 A.D.
~ s Zimbabwetranslates to house of rock
-'"J BOUTH '
( AFRICA

which a suitable name for this stone metropolis. By
1000 A.D. the growing society divided into the classes¥s:
of the elite and the working class. During this times of
growth, large granite structures were built on this larggs
area 6 land that historians say population of 10,000 to
20, 000 occuphebuddingstwersmade t y. A

of heavy granite blocks, stacked tightly together.

Stones were arranged carefully, and no mortar was used to seal them together. The largest and

most impessive building was an elliptical structure known today as the Great or Western

Enclosure. The remains of its outer wall measure over 800 feet long and up to 32 feet high. The

wall enclosed several huts and a tall, cehaped tower. Archaeologists andhaapologists

believe that the enclosure was the city's center and was occupied only by the elite. It was the
dividing | ine bet weéipdwiwhughistory.ocgftiveddmay t he rest . o
Archaeological finds further proved that Great Zimbabwe continued to flourish in 1200 A.D.

where finds of Chinese porcelain, glass from the middle east, and ornaments from West Africa

were found. These finding furthproved that this empire was a major trading hub.

Unfortunately this great empire, mysteriously laid abandoned in thel&tt century. When

Portuguese settlers discovered the Jdinely could not believe that a great empire with large

stone builders codlhave been built by indigenous African because they twengrimitive.

Eurocentricviews andracismled to excavations of the site, which led to irreparable damage to

the site by geologist and ar chaeol ogingdand AEuUT
from native peoples such as the Shona and Zulu. To justify their actions, white politicians,

soldiers, and settlers needed to believe that they were superioBiatké\fricans. They could

not accept thaBlack Africans, whom they wereacduo med t o regarding as 05
the large, welmade stone structures. As wordva u c find spread, treasure hunters

descended on the ruins to dig for gold. They destroyed archaeological evidence, littered the area

—
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with broken liquor

bottlesand old boots,

and were rewarded with

small amounts of

(Great Zimbabwe, p.

14-15) Karl Mauch was

a German geologist

seeking fortune and

fame in Africa. In 1890

aBritish financier,

Cecil Rhodes, to

establish a colony in

South Africa and

journalist Richard Hall

whom Rhodeds

company left in charge

of the ruins wrote about
the ruins of Great
Zimbabwe. He established that far easternersAaalsof the more civilized world hilt Great
Zimbabwe, creating the neffrican origin of the ruins became established as official history in
1905. David Randall Maclver, an archaeol ogi st
Great Zi mbabwe was oO6unqguaeast i @Macldayas dgfitbutc an i n
the white colonial establishment rejected his views. Most people were simply not ready to accept
the idea that a skilled and powerful civilization had arisen in black Africa. They found other
theories more attractiveich as ancient Egyptians, shipwrecked Vikings, and even the mythical

s

6l ost civilizationé of Atlantis. o (Great Zi mb
Archaeologist, Gertrude Catarhompson, went to Great Zimbabwe in 1929. By using the

methodofst at i graphy, study of | ayers of soil, her
native civilizationo of Aor i gwastledrandhasfiaalyd a ma z

been accepted that Great Zimbabwe is African.

For further information visit :



https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Zimbabwe
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* African Culture %

MUSICThemusic did vary by regiarhowever, the common denominator was that music

strengthens community is S&tha h a r a n AsPAfrican soaety hds changed in response to

the forces of colonizatiomydependengeandglobalization the role of music changed as well,

adapting to the new situation in which the people of Africa find themselves. Though there have
beenchanges in some of the forms of the music, including the infusioisiwfiments musical

styles, andienrefrom outside the African continent, music remains very important in Africa

today. Also, as Africans traveled from Africa to other parts of the world, both as a result of

African slave trade and later migrations, the music and dance forms of the Afasaori have
influenced a number of international musical styles and genres, including many Caribbean and
Latin American music genres likembaandsalsa as well as providing the foundation of

musical tradition behindfrican American musia
(http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Music_of AfficRreColonization music was

considered as traditional music where music was used for various social occasions like weddings
and childbirth just to name a coupleurihg colonization traditional SuSaharan African music

evolved, the introduction to European instruments and attempted to confornttotheo ni z er 6 s
musi cal pref er en c eindepPndencentte musita style® chahged ang was t
influenced by music overseas. With the blend of traditional and foreign music new genres
emergedA f r o boaeaof tllesmore popular styles, which is a fusion of jazz,-Afrerican,

and Lat i n Nuossicissungfibi $olo orcherus, alone or accompanied by musical
instruments or by simple clapping and other rhythmic body gestures. Singing is usually loud and
ent husiastic, often with a strident quality o

Dancerhroughout Sutsaharan Africa there are various forms of dance that are linked to

t hat regi on o rthedancerienoke thanfalparforrAdrerdanceais also a

teacher, a historian, a social commentator, a celebrant, a spiritual metieatera and a

st or y(©mwudkwe) Diance was used in ways for initiations, narratives, celebrations that

include weddings, holidays, and funerals. Although there are wamgdreasons why dance

was important and was a way of life it is also important to understand the kinds of danhce, th

can be broken down into two distinctive categ
for participation, which do not need spectators; and dances for presentation, which are designed

for an audience. Dances for participation include work dasmae forms of religious dance and
recreational dances such as folk dances and popular, or social dances. Presentational dances are
performed in any space where an audience can watch. Dancers entertain royalty $ash as O

Emirs, Obongs and many otherdra t i onal rul ers in their pal ace:
hand, where dance is not only a form of entertainment is a form of culture and comradery that is
passed on from generation to generation. In many cultures the traditional Africams gkt

of the dance rituals, which adds importance to the dance being performed.

( 1
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PDF

African Music and Dance.pdf

Maski The mask is worn by a dancer

of the spirit of the mask, a sort of a medium between the tribe and
the spirit. The trancéke state is accomplished with a specific

music and dance. Ceremonies and weddings, initiation rites and
funerals have a masked dance. It is believed that the earliest mask
wasused in the Paleolithic Era. They represent the spirits of
animals or ancestors, mythological heroes, maahles,or a form

of honoring of a person in a symbolic way. They are made wood
pottery, textilescopper,and bronze. Details could be made from
animal teeth, hair, bones, horns, feathers, seashells, straw, and

eggshell s. o
http://www.historyofmasks.net/maskstory/historyof-african
masks/

For additional information visit

?

Great Achievements in Science and Technology in Ancient Africa!

Throughout history the accomplishments of Saharan Africans have been neglected
and forgot about. The fact that this is unspoken of or taught does no justice. Since the narrative
of Africa has focusedon Stha har an Af r i ¢ a,nsavebyeor colgnizatignr Likeni t i v e
mentioned earlier thEurocentricview along with racism, people failed to believe that Africans
could have such great accomplishments. Fortunatetly the advat of the digital age we live in
and the easy access to information from smart phones and computers we no lonyestjesy
on information that is taught in school. We no longeistgo to the library and learn the Dewey
Decimal System and gather infioation from our public libraries, which is still an excellent
option, to obtain information that should have informed to the masses about Africa for
generations. The curriculum that is the standard in the United States neglects to tell the story of
this ard other minority groups.

—
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TECHNOLOGY IN
ANCIENT AFRICA

Surely only a few of us know that many modern
high—-school-level concepts in mathematics first

were developed in Africa, as was the first method

of counting. More than 35,000 years ago, Egyptians
scripted textbooks about math that included d sion
and multiplication of fractions and geometric formulas
to calculate the area and volume of shapes (3).

Distances and angles were calculated, algebraic equations were solved a
mathematically based predictions were made of the size of floods of the Nile.
The ancient Egyptians considered a circle to have 360 degrees and estimated
11 at 3.16 (3). Eight thousand years ago, people in present-day Zaire developed
their own numeration system, as did Yoruba people in what is now Nigeria. The
Yoruba system was based on units of 20 (instead of 10) and required an
impressive amount of subtraction to identify different numbers.

ASTRONOMY

Several ancient African cultures birthed discoveries
in astronomy. Many of these are foundations on
which we still rely, and some were so advanced that
their mode of discovery still cannot be understood.
Egyptians charted the movement of the sun and
constellations and the cycles of the moon. They
divided the year into 12 parts and developed a
yearlong calendar system containing 365 %

days (3). Clocks were made with moving

water and sundial-like clocks were used

Various past African societies created sophisticated
built environments. Of course, there are the engine-

ering feats of the Egyptians: the bafflingly raise 2
obelisks and the more than 80 pyramids. The largest

of the pyramids covers 13 acres and is made of 2.25

million blocks of stone (3). Later, in the 12th century

and much farther south, there were hundreds of great
cities in Zimbabwe and Mozambique. There, massive—
stone complexes were the hubs of cities. One included

a 250-meter—long, 15,000 -ton curved granite wall

(9). The cities featured huge castlelike compounds with
numMmerous rooms for specific tasks, such as iron-smithing.
In the 13th century, the empire of Mali boasted impressive

Many treatments we use today were employed by
several ancient peoples throughout Africa. Before
the European invasion of Africa, medicine in what

is now Egypt, Nigeria and South Africa, to name just
a few places, was more advanced than medicine

in Europe.some of these practices were the use of
plants with salicylic acid for pain (as in aspirin),
kaolin for diarrhea (as in Kaopectate), and extracts
that were confirmed in the 20th century to kill Gram
positive bacteria (2). Other plants used had antica-—
ncer properties, caused abortion and treated
malaria — and these have been shown to be as
effective as many modern—day Western treatments.

NAVIGATION

Most of us learn that Europeans were the first to sail
to the Americas. However, several lines of evidence
suggest that ancient Africans sailed to South Amer—
ica and Asia hundreds of years before Europeans.
Thousands of miles of waterways across Africa were
trade routes. Many ancient societies in Africa built a
variety of boats, including small reed-based vessels,
sailboats and grander structures with many cabins
and even cooking facilities. The Mali and Songhai
built boats 100 feet long and 13 feet wide that could
carry up to 80 tons (2).

People of African descent come from ancient, rich and elaborate cultures
that created a wealth of technologies in many areas. Hopefully, over time,
there will be more studies in this area and more people will know of these
great achievements.

-_ =
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Chapter 2

Slave Trade

Arab Slave Trade Unlike the transatlantic slave trade that brought millions of African

Slaves to the Western Hemisphere. This slave trade established trade routes within African, The
Middle East, and India. It seems that many are unaware that this slave trade lastbd Btm t

to 19th centuries.

The conditions of the enslaved Africans under Islamic Arabs,

according to Ronald Segal (I'sl amés Bl ac
2003) wasvastlydifferent from the conditions imposed by

Europeans Christians. The most fundamenti#fédince between

the two being that under Islam enslaved Africans were still

considered human beings with some rights. Additionatiiike

European Christian based slavery where even people who

converted to Christianity were kept in perpetual bondage, the

children of slaves who converted to Islam were born free.

https://sovereignnations.com/2018/04/30/history-arab-slave-trade-
africa/#lybzwbOezFhxMSeR.99

1o India

Main slave trade routes
in the Medieval Age

For additional information on The Arab Slave Trade
1.
2.

—
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Transatlantic Slave Trade is the slave trade that has been brought up in school districts
throughout the United States for decades, that heavily focused on the Africans being sent to the
thirteen colonies. Howevgthat is just a small portion of timeimberof slaves brought to the
Western Hemisphere. As depicteelowthe transatlantic slave trade spread from Canada to
Argentina also including the Caribbean Islands. This slave trade created three distinct groups:
Afro-Americans, AfreC a r i b baedaAfrad ainos and these groups can be broken down even
further toindividual countries. Theliversecultures amongdlack peoplevere created by the
country that enslaved them. Spanish colonies produced blacks who speak Spanish and have
Spanish surnames, British and Dutch prodgledks who spoke English with English

surnames, and so on. After the Revolutionary \Wer United $ates continued the atrocity of
continuing importing slaves from Western Africa.

" Liverpon
Bristol e o LONdon
EUROPE
AMERICA > el
-
m. .sm . Rome
St. Luis de Senegal  seneaaven
BARBADOS  (Goree IStand g 11/of s AFRICA
Fort James - "ﬁﬂ“&&n'ﬁ,ﬂmm
Bruce : ;j‘?@{'rfng_.,-"'_ ~__0ld Calabra
Areas of Eimina Casie 3 e S
National - ~ w# A
Domination ' ‘ BB8YS/ /' prmounc
W British i “
0 Portuguese & MADAGASCAR
[ French
[ Spanish
B Dutch 0 1,000 2,000 Miles 4
Slave trade ) :
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Intercolonial Slave Trade was the transportation of slaves within the Americas.

06 Ma |l | e yihal Pabsageddhe Intercolonial Slave Trade of
British America, 16194807, demonstrates that hundreds of
thousands of people who arrived in British American colonies from
Africa quickly boarded new ships for int'@merican voyages

both within British America and across imperial lines to French and
Spanish colonies. Similarly, in the American Historical Review,
Borucki, David Eltis, and David Wheat estimate that more than
twenty-five percent of the two million Africans who arrived in the
Spanish Americas, nearly 600,000 individuals, endured
transshipment from other American colonies rather than being sent
directly from Africa. Older historiographies exist on domestic slave
trading innineteenthcentury Brazil and the United States but
interest in those topics has also increased in the last two decades.
The IntraAmerican Slave Trade Database seeks to pull data on all
such forced migrations togethéBorucki, 2Q.8)

North America

5.0%

Spanish America Europe/Atlantic
15.0% 2.0%
Other

3.0%

Brazil

Caribbean 40.0%

AC N

Ja.U
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Employment of Slaves in the Americas

6,000,000
4,000,000
2,000,000
0
Sugar Coffee Mines Domestic  Cotton Fields Building
Plantations  Plantations Labor

*http://www.slaverysite.com/Body/facts%20and%20figures.htm
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Caribbean Black Populations over 200,000

10,114,378
10,000,000
7,500,000
5,000,000
2,653,659
2,500,000
1,109,900 1,132,928
454,182 461,998 253,771 209,000
0
N nC o O o ° °
2o o ™ o® R o o
zo) >
(\\06(‘ ) 8 &° o © ©
. ,
09 <«

»Countries have an additional mixed African population
1. Haiti: 532,335
2. Dominican Republic: 7,365,700
3. Cuba: 2,794,106
4. Jamaica: 180,402
5. Puerto Rico: 122,951
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South American Black Populations over 100,000

15,000,000 14,517,961

10,000,000
5,000,000
680,000 589920 577486 233718 222215 181,157 139775 131,676
0
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1. Brazil population consist of 8%Black and 21% mulatto.
2. Columbiapopulation also includes mixekfrican ancestry.
3. ParaguayBlack population is mulatto.
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North & Central America Black Population
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The differences between slavery and indentured servitudaedenturedservantsare not

considered as property and are fulfilling an agreement, contract, for a specified amount of time
and can live a free livihereafter Slavery one has absolutely no rights, and is considered

property of the master along with their children. Dutiimg transatlantic slave there were only a
smallnumberof European nations in the involvement of transportation and enslavement of
Africans. Today there are 50 nations in Europe, give or take a few nations since the slave trade,
four were involvedBritain, Spain, Portuga) Denmark and theNetherlandswith the United
Stateggetting involved after they claimed independence from Britain, were all involved of
changing history and reshaping the populations of North America, South America, and Africa.

—
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1619

Al t hough not new t o t heandSpaistslavat@del6sdisnce t h
significant to the introductory of slavery tize United States.

AVERAGE AFRICAN AMERICAN GENETIC MAKE UP

Native American80 %

European24%

African, 73.20%

*Source:sciencemag.org

In recent yearghe explosion of home DNA testvealed the hidden truth that many had
already expectedlack peoplevho aredescendantsf thetransatlanticslave trade not only in
the United States btitroughouthe Caribbean, Central, and South Ameti@eve similar results.
It is understoodhat the percentage of Europearcestry in recent generations are through
consensual relationmarriages, etc. It is the amount of European that is traced back
approximately éur generations and furthpeoplemustconsiderthe realizatiorthatmany white
men rapedlack women. In the last yeaancestrycomwas blasted on social media trying to
romanticize slavery by havirggwhite man run off with a slave woman.schools this portion of
slavery is never brought up and brushed under the rug.
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James Marion Sims the godfather of gynecology adopted
the name taaserious cost, anatthe exgnse of enslaved
women. This controversidigure conducted experiments on
Black women without the use of anesthesia. After doing the
experiments on slaves he would practice his techniques on
wealthywhite womeroverseasvhile using anesthesia.
AWriter and medical ethicist H

Simsdés racist beliefs affected
experiments. Before and after his gynecological

experiments, he also tested surgical treatments on enslaved Black

children in an efforttotredtt r i smus nascent D withbttlefomesnartesd. al t et
Sims also believed that African Americans were less intelligent than white people, and thought it

was because their skulls grew too quickly around their brain. He would operate on African
American children using a shoemakerds tool to

(Holland, 2018)

6l can do the child no goodd_ Dr Sims and the

(
.
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Samuel George Morton did not conduct

experiments on slave women, unfortunately, what Morton
did is usher the thougbf scientfic racism Morton

nedo intell
various races where whites were on the top (superior)
while Black peoplebeing on the bottom (inferiar)

fdet er mi

Whites were at the top,|1Ba ¢ k s

(Kelleher, 2021)

at

fi 1 n

t he

gence

the first hal
were intensifying in the United States, Morton
espoused the notion that some races were innately
superior to others, and that this could be proven
scientifically. He used hidcademy of Natural
Sciences of PhiladelphigdNSP) connections

around the world to amass a collection of nearly
1,000 human skulls, which he diligently numbered,
measuregand logged into notebooks. At the time,

it was roundly accepted that a larger brain
correl ated

bott om,

The Samuel George Morton Cranial Collection.pdf

o

—
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t he

f of t he

to higher intel
research produced a ranking that was utterly

and

expected to both himself and many of his contemporaries:

everyone

1€

e


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_George_Morton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_racism
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Whil e Si més asofltowdrdBlackgpeopleand glaverywere atrociousne
slave provedo many that blacks are civilized and definitahg notinferior. A slave by the
nameONEeSIiMus _told hisownerCotton Mathemaway to rid ofsmallpox A practice that
was used in Africa not yet known Mather, Onesimus informed him of a way to inopetgike
infected with smallpox.

Onesi mus, who fAis a prebtetwldi ntelligent
him he had had smallpdxandt hen hadndét. Onesi mus said
Afhad undergone an operation, which had

the smallpox and would forever preserve him from it...and

whoever had the courage to use it was forever free of the fear of

contagion. o

The operation Onesimus referred to consisted of rubbing pus from

an infected person into an open wound on the arm. This was done

in acontrolled manner and under the supervision of a physscan

the symptoms would be ndiér but still confer immunityOnce the

infected material was introduced into the body, the person who

underwent the procedure was inoculated against smallpox. It

wasno6t a vaccination, which involves ex
virus to provoke immunityh ut it di d activate the reci
immune response and protected against the disease most of the

time. (Blakemore, 2021)

Figure 1 Unknown patient with smallpox

—
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onesimus_(Bostonian)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_Mather
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smallpox
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3407399/
https://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/blog/onesimus-smallpox-boston-cotton-mather
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Slave Voyages
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*http://www.slaverysite.com/Body/facts%20and%20figures.htm




Chapter 3

The United States of America

The United States of America was created when the
colonies wanted to secede from the British Empire, due to higl
taxation, this cause was one of the primary reasons of the
Revolutionary War The Revolutionary War followed the events
of theBoston Tea Partafter theStamp AcandTownshend Act
levied high taxes on the colonist. This first act of defiance fror
the colonist eventually led to the birth of the United States that
lead toDeclaration of Independence and The United States
Constitution.

AfnWe hol d t he s-evidént, that all s
men are created equal, that they are endowed b
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, tha
among these are Life, Liberty and thesuit of
Happiness. o0

~Thomas Jefferson

The Declaration of Independence in theory was
revolutionary buivas false from the onset of the historic
document. This newly found nation stole land fridiative
Americanswhile killing them in the process,omenabsolutely
di dndt h a while daneyy wasiagdptedd flourished
The institute of slavery not only made individuals and families
rich, but italso made the United States a wealthy nation. With
plantations to the south and industry to the north, the lifestyles
thenation were completely different.

Crispus Attucks

Crispus Attucks (c.17236 March 5,
1770) was an Americanstevedore of
African and native American descent,
widely regarded as the first person
killed in the Boston massacreand thus
the first American killed in the
American Revolutionary War. Historians
disagree on whether he was a free man
or an escaped slave, but nost agree
that he was of Wampanoag and African
descent. Attucks became an icon of the
anti-slavery movement in the mid-19th
century. Supporters of the abolition
movement lauded him for playing a
heroic role in the history of the United
States.

Source: Wikipedia

—

]
32 |



https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/american-revolution-history
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/teaparty.htm
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/stamp-act
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/townshend-acts
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history
https://www.landofthebrave.info/colonial-women.htm
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
https://wikipedia.firstpartyapps.oaspapps.com/wikipedia/wikipedia_dev.html?et=%2BADwAZAA%2BADQAKwA4ADUARABzAGIALwAxAFgARgA0AHQAZQBuAHoAOABiAFUAOABmAEgATQB1AGEAYgBZAFYAQQBkAEUAbgBLADIASABUAGQASgBpAEMAbwArAGcAPQA8AC8AZAA%2BADwALwByAD4A&_host_Info=Word$Win32$16.01$en-US
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A Nation Divided

AThe new constitution has puwhsraatngr est, for
to our peculiar institution African slavery as it exists amongst us, the proper status

of the negro in our form of civilization. This was the immediate cause of the late

rupture and present revolution. Jefferson in his forecast, had antictpegeas

the O6rock upon which the old Union woul d s
conjecture with him, is now a realized fact. [Our] foundations are laid, its

cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man,;

that slavey, subordination to the superior race is his natural and normal

condition. o

Savannah Republican, March 21, 1861

The primary reason for the Civil War was slavery and it took a series of events théave
northand south to have the deadliest war in American Histdrg.cotton ginMissouri
Compromi se, Fugitive S| alVrclAetTo HasasCahi Beech
Nebraska Act, Dred Scott Case, John Brown and
Har perds Ferry, and the el
Lincoln, are some main causes of the Civil War.

The Cotton Gin Ailn 1793, Whitney invented
and submitted a patent for the cottondyia
machine that used rotating brushes and teeth to
remove seeds from cotton fiber.sHnvention
revolutionized cotton production, although
Whitney faced challenges enforcing his patent
and sawlittle profit from it. While an enslaved
person needed about ten hours to separate the

seeds from one pound of cotton fiber by hand,

two people usig the cotton gin could produce about fifty pounds of cotton in the same
timeframe.The invention of the cotton gin forever altered the economy, geography, and politics
of the United States. The cotton gin made cotton tremendously profitable, which gecoura
westward migration to new areas of the US South to grow more cotton. The number of enslaved
people rose with the increase in cotton production, from 700,000 in 1790 to over three million by
1850 o

Sourcehttps://dp.la/primansourcesets/cottorgin-andthe-expansiorof-slavery

Nat Tur ner GvasonRAedust 2218BlomSouthampton County Virginid heslave
revoltlasted days as a result 51 whites have been killed. Nat Turnéowvelstwo monthsater
where he wafried on November &nd huig on November 1,11831.As a resultapproximately
200 slaves werkilled, and rew slave codes wemnactedvhich alsoprohibited the slaves the
ability to read.

—
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Missouri Compromise Thecompromise allowed Missouri into the union as a slave,state
however, it no longer allowed tm®rthernexpansion of slaverythis compromise allowed the
balance of power ttemain thebetween slave and neafave statesas the State of Mairjeined
the union as a free state.

Fugitive SlaveAct of 1850fwere a group of bills that helped quiet early calls for Southern
secessiod this new law forcibly compelled citizens to assist in the capture of runaway slaves. It
also denied slaves the right touay trial and increased the penalty for interfering with the
rendition process to $1,000 and six months in jailorder to ensure the statute was enforced,
the 1850 law also placed control of individual cases in the hands of federal commissioners.
Theseagents were paid more for returning a suspected slave than for freeing them, leading many
to argue the | aw was biased in favor of South
Source: https://www.history.com/topics/bladhkistory/fugitive slaveacts

Harriet Beecher Stoweis a white abolitionist who authored

AUncl e T o mafctitiGus accoant of live of slavery

in the southfiThe book sold 300,000 copies in its first year

and became the second bsslling book of the 19th century,
following the Bible. The novel 6
new resentment in the Soudh. ( www. nps. gov)

KansasNebraska Actand the Rise of JohnBrown filn
1854, passage of thkansasNebraska Act invoked the
concept of Apopul ar sovereignty

each territory choosing to pursue statehood the right to decide
whether or not to allow slavery. Prand AntiSlavery factions turned the Kansas Territory into a
bloody battleground. Settlers from the North were determined to make Kansas a free state.

Southern settlers were equally determined to
intimidated freesoilers and raided abolitionist towns. Some Northerrf@ppsd in boxes of
rifles, known as fABeecherés Bibles.o (Filled

Beecher had once said there might be situations where a gun was more useful than a Bible.) John
Brown and his followers started their bloodgtft against slavery, killing PfSlavery
sympathizers in Kansas.

(www.nps.goy

—
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Dred ScottCasein St. Louis Missouri 1867, Dred Scott, an enslaved man who was taken by

his owner, an army surgeon, into lllinois and Wisconsin Territory (later Minnesota) which were
part of the Northwest Territory in which slavery was prohibited,
sued for his freedomThe U. S. Supreme Court decided that

| Americans of African descedtwhether enslaved or frée

| were not U.S. citizens and did not hake right to sue. The

| Court also found the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional,

ruling that the federal government did not have the authority to

prohibit slavery in the territories.

(Www.nps.gov)

John Brown and InHg9 jolenBi@wn wikhear r vy
small militia consisting of sever8lack peopleanda couple of
his sons attempted to start a slave rebellion in Harpers Ferry
WestVirginia. The federahrmoryhoused weapons to fulfill
his purpose of an armedsurrectionof slaves Unfortunately,
after 36 hours General Robert E. Lee took control oatheory

, _ and captured Brown and was tried ficeason This actof a
gf;ieoﬁ;jgitﬂfd"gf[iig”goﬂi‘tﬁfjse failed slave revolt ignited additional tensions betw north
and southmore aboufohn Brown will bementioned later.

Courtesy: Dred Scott Heritage Foundation

Republican Party and Abraham Lincoln for manyto believe that
the Republican Party was astavery may be har fathom int o d golitcad climate.

The truth isprior to Franklin Dedno Rooseveds New Dealin the1930s, African Americans
were primarilyRepublicaniiThe recently formed Republican Party emerged as the advocate for
abolishing slavery in the territories. Abraham lahrcwas the party candidate. The Democratic
Party, which had dominated politics in the 1850s, split along sectional lines, with Northern
Democrats nominating Stephen A. Douglas, and adopting a platform of extending popular
sovereignty to the territoriesh& Southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckenridge, and
their platform advocated the protection of slavery where it existed and in the territoroedn
hoped desperately to achieve a peaceful solution, but when he decided to resupply the U.S. army
troops at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor in April of 1861, Confederate forces fired on the fort.
Lincolndéds call for 75,000 volunteers to put d
Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas to join the Confederacy. Civil dianihreeo
(www.nps.gov)

—
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The Civil War

The American Civil War began iB61 and ended in 1865 with the surrender of the
confederacyTo date the Civil war was tlieeadliestvar in U.S. history wittapproximately
620,000 troops killedDuring the cvil war over 200,00®lack troopgought for the uron.

=
PDF

Slavery Cause and Catalyst of the Civil War. pdf

Robert Smallsoom into slavery smalls was a

publisher businessman, politician, and maritime
pilot. During the Civil War commandeered a
confederate ship and sailed it into union territory.
Smallsdid this by freeing himselhis crew, and
families as a result of his bravepgrsuaded
Abraham Lincoln to allow African American into
the Union Army.

- Smalls accomplishetthis byplanningfito
commandeer thBlanterand deliver it to the

| imposing fleet of Union ships anchored outside
Chateston Harbor. These vessels were part of the
blockade of all major Southern ports President

\

Abraham Lincoln had initiated shortly after Fort

Sumter fell in April 1861. As one of the largest ports in
the Confederacy, Charleston was a lifeline for the Sautargely agrarian

society, the South depended on imports of war materiel, food, medicine, manufactured goods,
and other supplies. With the U.S. Navy blocking the harbor, daring blockade runners, looking to
make hefty profits, smuggled these goods intar@ston and carried cotton and rice out of the
city for sale in European markets. After
connections delivered them throughout the Confederate stétesberry, 2017)

|
|

supp
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https://www.civilwaracademy.com/civil-war-black-soldiers
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Smalls
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13 14 & 18Amendments

Amendment XllI

Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December 6, 1865. The 13th Amendment changed a
IV, Section 2.

SECTION.Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the par
have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION. 2. Congress shall havergowerttus article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment XIV

Passed by Congress June 13, 1866. Ratified July 9, 1868. The 14th Amendment changed a portion of
Section 2. A portion of the 14th Amendment was changed by the 26th Amendment.

SECIDN. 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof
of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law whi
the privileges or iniieg of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, li
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection

SECTION. 2. Representativesapipalittbned among the several States according to their respective num
counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right t
election for the choice of electors for Presidemisied ¥idhe United States, Representatives in Congress
the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to a
inhabitants of such State, beiranevggdys of age, and citizensitefitisedtes, or in any way abridged,
except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reducec
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole numizgenefyeats citizens twe
of age in such State

SECTION. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or eldtesideRtesident anc
or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State takem &aving previously
oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State leg
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have en
insurrecticor rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress
vote of twluirds of each House, remove such disability.

SECTION. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authowizddsoyndanmrehdtrding
payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be qu
neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of in
rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such
obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

SECTION. 5. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by ap@ @ooeitsdegisiatins atticle.

( 1
L 37 )
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Amendment XV

Passed by Congress February 26, 1869. Ratified February 3, 1870.

SECTION. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the U
by any Stateaooount of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

SECTION. 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Reconstruction
ilhe ReconstructionEra (1861 to 1900), the historic period in which the United

States grappled with the question of how to integrate millions of newly freed African Americans
into social, politcal, and labor systems, was a time of significant transformation within the

United States. Reconstruction began when the first United States soldiers arrived in slaveholding
territories and enslaved people escaped from plantations and farms; some t¢édhato free

states, and others found safety with U.S. forces. During the period, Congress passed three
constitutional amendments that permanently abolished slavery, defined birthright citizenship and
guaranteed due process and equal protection undiemthand granted all males the ability to

vote by prohibiting voter discrimination based on race, color, or previous condition of servitude
(Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments). Congress also passed a series of
Reconstruction Acts that dividghe former Confederacy into five military districts and laid out
requirements for radmittance to the Union (except Tennessee). The experience of
Reconstruction, and the rebuilding of the Union following the Civil War, played out across
America,and resulted in changes that fundamentally altered the meaning of citizenship and the
relationship between Federal and state governments. Central to this drama was the former
Confederacy where social, economic, and political changes dramatically traedfin@region

and where major activities of and resistance to Reconstruction took place. African Americans
across Americafaced steep obstacles as they attempted to claim their newly won rights.
Ultimately, the unmet promises of Reconstruction ledhvéormhodern civil rights movement 100

years laten (National Park Service, 2021)

During theera of Reconstructigthe Black Codes were in acted. Tdwles were a way to keep
postCivil War African Americans locketh perpetuasystematic racisrm the southern states
fiBlack code, in U.S. history, any of numerous laws enacted in the states of the
formerConfederacyafter theAmerican Civil Warand intended to assure the continuance
of white supremacyEnacted in 1865 and 1866, the laws were designed to replace the social
controls ofslaverythat had been removed by thenancipation Proclamaticand theThirteenth
Amendmento the Constitutiom ( (Mckenna, n.d))



https://www.nps.gov/articles/reconstruction.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Confederate-States-of-America
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Civil-War
https://www.britannica.com/topic/white-supremacy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/slavery-sociology
https://www.britannica.com/event/Emancipation-Proclamation
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Thirteenth-Amendment
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Thirteenth-Amendment
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Buffalo Soldiersand the

Black Cowboys
BuffaloSoldiersnere
infantrymenin the westcreatedoy
theU.S.Governmengfterthecivil
war. Createdn 1866after
congrespassedheAct, there
weresix all blackregimentotal
with four infantry andtwo
cavalries
filn 1869, the U.S.

Army restructured
the troops, a change
that included
consolidatingBlack

troops into two cavalry units and two infantry units. These were
composed oBlack enlisted men led by white officers. The cavalry
units served on the western fromfigrotecting,and assisting with
supply and mail routes, and guarding against attacks from outlaws,
Mexican revolutionaries, and Native American®IVARD, n.d.)

Black Cowbost to be mistaken with Buffalo Soldietse only similarity ighey area
band ofBlack menthat ride horsebackiNot too many are aware of tH&lack cowboy since
they arenot depicted in film or pop culturdt is noted that 1 in 4 cowboys weaB&ack,
unfortunatelytheir contributionsseemed to have been erased from existekiter. slavery was
abolished andfter cattle angers returned after the civil watlelp was needed torral all the
livestock thaescaped while the rahes were unattended/lany former slaves also ditbt
have any interest in beming elevatooperatorsor working in the fields.

ABill Pickebbrn in 1870 in Texas to former slaves, became one

of the most famous early rodeo stars. He dropped out of school to
become a ranch hand andgiged an international reputation for his
unique method of catching stray cowdodeled after his
observations of how ranch dogs caught wandering cattle, Pickett

controll ed a

steer

by biting the

performed his trick, called bulbgging or steer wrestling, for

audi ences around
Ranch Shova (Nodjimbadem, 2017)

—
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TheGullanGeecheBeople
After abolitionof slavery,it maybehardto imaginethereis adistinctgroupof African
Americansgn the statesvho managedo keepmanyof their African traditionswithout
completelyassimilatingto African Americanculturethatwe know of today. On the coastal
landsof the Camlinasdownto Floridaincludingthe nearbyislandsthis groupstill existtoday,

the Gullah Geechee@eopleareuniqueto saytheleast.

fiThe Gullah Geechee people are the descendants of West and
Central Africans who were enslaved and bought to the lower
Atlantic states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and
Georgia to work on the coastal rice, Sea Island cotton and indigo
plantations. Because their enslavement was on isolated coastal
plantationssea,and barrier islands, they were able to retain many
of their indigenous African traditions. These traditions are reflected
in their foodways, arts and crafts, and spiritual traditidhgy also
created a new languageullah, a creole language spoken nowhere
else in the worlah (National Park Service, 2019)

The Birth of a Nation

Birth of a Nation was a silent film originalgdapted from the book Ti&ansmenin 1915
which creaedthe resurgence of KKKiiThe Birth of a Nationportrayed Reconstruction as
catastrophic. It showed Radical Republicans encouraging equality for blacks, who in the
film are represented as uncouth, intellectually inferior pretlators of whe women
And this racist narrative was widely accepted as historicalddCL.ARK, 2019)
Although very controversial, people flocked to thestersee this historic film that the KKK
used as a recruiting tookormer President Walbow Wilson played the film in the White
House, where he agreed witieinaccurateand racistepiction ofBlack peopleof that time.

The Great Migration and World

War |

In the South thousands Bfack peoplevere
systematically discriminated against by Jim Cro
Laws. Coincidentally the combination of
frustration and opportunitilacks began to
migrate to major cities in the north that included
Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh, New York, and St.
Louis just to nara a few. At the same time the
war in Europe led to opportunity in manufacturing
a major relief of doing agricultural field work. Th
war in Europe led to a shortage of European
workers so blacks were there to fill the void.

—
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During this timePresident Wson did not
want togetinvolved in the conflict until
Germany placed several submarines in th
Atlantic that led to American casualties.
fAOn January 16, 1917, British code
breakers intercepted an encrypted
message from Zimmermann intended
for Heinrichvon Eckardt, the German
ambassador to Mexico. The missive
gave the ambassador a ndamous set
of instructions: if the neutral United Rl e
States entered the war on the side of el "=
the Allies, Von Eckardt was to T

approach Mexicob6s |E 5 — !I
offer to forge asecret wartime : == Eg r.ak
alliance. The Germans would provide *

military and financial support for a Mexican attack on the United States, and in
exchange Mexico would be free to annex Al os
Arizona. In addition, Von Eckardt was told tise the Mexicans as a-fp@tween to

entice the Japanese Empire to join the German cadseéApril 2, 1917, President

Wilson abandoned his policy of neutrality and asked Congress to declare war against

Ger many and t he (AGQPREWSE,aNhat Ras\the Zismmeomann

Telegram?, 2018)Once the war began the demaridhfrican Americans increased due to the
enlistmentof whitesin the military leading to more available jobs in the north. Segregation was

not legal in thenorth,but whites were discouraged to sell houses to blacks.

The Summerof 191 Red Summer

The Red SUMmMElias a period in219 where there was an influx of attacks on

African Americanghroughout the United Staté=sading to approximately 170 deathMost

notably the race riots during the summer of 1919 in Chicago. The segregated beach on
Chicagods south side | eBlackt¢éenwhanhsd¢rassedamg and dr
imaginary line dividing whites and blacks in Lake Michigan. The deatiheoteen led to one of

t he wor st r ac e itdastedtlZdayis and left 38 peopleidead, 5317 yjuréd and
1,000Blackf ami | i es wi(Https:dvewiv.histay.com/sopias/blackistory/great

migration) Riots also erupted iNew York City, Memphis, Phildelphia,New Orleans,

Baltimore,and Omaha Nebraska name a fewiiThe violence didn't start or end in 1919. Some

count the era of Red Summer as beginning with the deaths of more than two dozen African
Americans in East St. Louis, lllinois, in 1917 and extending througRo&ewood Massacre

of 1923, when a black town in Florida was destroyed. All told, at least 1,122 Americans were
killed in racial violence over those six years, by Mr. Tuttle's coyhttps://www.post
gazette.com/news/nation/2019/07/25/Fdnmeranniversaryraceviolence ChicageArkansasNew-
York-Maryland/stoies/2019072501738The Rosewood Massacrepsrhaps more knowmecause of

the 1097 film thenthe TUlSA RaceMassacres 1921 The affluenneighborhood b

Greenwoodwas considered the Black Wall Stre&Yith a segregatedity the white population
took the law into theiown handson numerous occasionso on May 301921,when aBlack

—
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teen got into melevator with a white femalelevator operatahe beginning of the enaf
Greenwad had begun.Speculation begn when the operator got startled and screamed so the
teenager ranwhich led to anger, #hlead to riotingand killing. In the endall of Greenwood lay

to wastejn a pile of ash and rubhléhousands homeless and injured and many désxund

the same time African Americamgere getting massacred throwgit the nation aeighborhood

in upperManhattan would change the way peoptruld seeBlack peoplenot only nationally

but globalhe . Harlem

The Harlem Renaissance
The era of thdHarlem Renaissance

variess | i ghtl y, some source
the 192006s many sources
19306s during the beginrt
The era was a mecca of black enlightenment in
Harlem NYC where poetry, great thinking, music,
film,art, andseli dent i t y Thd Halemi s
Renaissance was successful in that it brought the
Black experience clearly within the corpus of
Americancultural history Not only through an
explosion ofculture but on asociologicallevel, the

legacy of theHarlemRenaissance redefined how ML s L
America, and thevorld, viewed African Americans. ; P Cod \
The migration of southern Blacks to the north change | : i
the image of the African American from rural, \ A |
undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolit | \H

sophistication. This new identity led to a greater soCicu
consciousness, and African Americans became

pl ayers on the world stage, expanding intelle
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_Renaissandauringthis time period prominent blacks

such agoraNeale HurstonMarcus Garveylangston Hughe®uke Ellington Josephine

Baker, Louis ArmstrongAaron DouglasAlain Leroy Locke Claude McKay andW.E.B.

DuBoiswere at the forefront of this new era amongst blacks and changed the perceptions of

blacks on a global scale.

The Great Depression and The New Deal

AThe Great Depression of the 1930s worsene
Black Americans. Afri@an Americans were the first people to be fired from their jobs as they
suffered from an unemployment rate two to three times that of whites. In early public assistance
programsBlack peopleoften received substantially less aid than whites, and someatiarit
organizations even excluded blacks from their soup kitchens. It was an extremely poor and
desperate time for most African Americans. Blacks benefited greatly from New Deal programs
though discrimination by local administrators was common.-cost pulic housing was made
available taBlack families. The National Youth Administration and the Civilian Conservation
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Corps enable@lack youths to continue their education. The Work Projects Administration gave

jobs to manyBlack peopleand its Federal Wets Project supported the work of many authors,
among them Zora Neale Hurston, Arna Bontemps,
(https://web.stanford.edu/cle297c/poverty prejudice/soc_sec/hgreaf)h8mce the Civil

War, African Americans for the first time would change political party affiliation. Prior to the

New Deal African Americans were primarily republican after Abraham Lincoln, a Republican,
emangoated hundreds of thousands of slaves. Approximately 90 yearmktgAfrican
Americans stil]l identify as Democrat after Fr

Jesse Owens atite 1936 Olympics

In 1936 Adolf Hitler hosted the
summer Olympics in Berlin to
place Nazi Germany to the
forefront and prove his Aryan
superiority on the global stage.
Jesse Owens who shattered
records as a collegiate star will .
now di sprove Hit
whites weresuperior. In Berlin L
Owens won four gold medalthe
first American,provingto Hitler
thatAfrican American athletes
werea threat.PostBerlin Jesse
did have his struggles to make a
living. After initial fanfare after
the Olympics Jesse Owewsis
notinvited to the White House
AnAfter Qlymgcs 1eSs8 &ccepts a job as a playground instructor for undiegpe you

in Cleveland, earning $30 a week. A year later he becomes a bandleadenfoavbasketball

team and part owner in a decjeanirg business In 1940with money,he earns in an exhibition

race againstahorse Jesse returns to OSU to resume hi s
(https://jesseowensmemorialpark.com

—
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Ebony Magazine

Created in Chicago byohn H. Johnson in 1945 Ebony
magazine was the firsuccessfublackowned magazingeared toward the
African Americancommunity. In 1942 Johnson also created the first
Black ownedmagazine the pocket sikéegro Digesthat was noas
successful.Ebonyinitially focused orcelebritiesand athletes but
eventually changed the focus Bltack achievementsNovember 11951,
Johnson delted sister magazinkT, a weekly magazinthat was equally
successful.

Jackie Robinson

W W W W W W W W W W W W W W

Ten years aftelesse Owens provédiolf Hitler wrong
that whites were the superior race on a national sgt@ekie

RobinsoRroke the race barridor national sportén the

United States After playing in theNegro Leaguefor one year
the Brooklyn bdgers signed Robinsam 1946,resulting with
him winning theNational League Rookie of the year.
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ommortalCels Henr i et t a L

Henrietta Lacks was a African American

tobacco farmer fronvirginia whogot cervical cancer at the

age of 30.After her passing in 1954, séentist at John
HopkinsHospital in Baltimore, took aample of her tumor
without her consent before her passing or the knowletiger
family. To say the least what scientist discovenssie
remarkable.Code namedHeLa ells in her honor, many did

not know the origin of the donor, but these immortal cells were
usedfor polio vaccinationscloning and gene cloning.

—
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Civil Rights Movement

fiDecember 7,1941a datewhich will live ini n f a mygaotethah Franklin D.
Roosevelmade famous after the
surprise attackn Pearl Harboby
the Japaneserwthe United States
into World War Il. Why this some
may ask, prior to WWIthe primary
roadblockto blacks wereJim Crow
Lawsand similar discriminatory
practices in the northWworld War Il
hadBlack peopleserving and dying
for the countryand continued to see
discrimination at home. The

- . hypocrisy of the United Statés
Tuskegee Airmen 1 fight for democracy a

to only haveAfrican American troops

serving not to sethis come to fruition for themselves.

Tuskegee Airmen

fiPrior to World War Il, many in the military believed that Afriean
Americans would not perform weh combat and were incapable

of flying. A 1925 study conducted by the Army War College
concluded thaffrican Americansvere inherently ilsuited for
combat physically and psychologically. In 1939, the government
began establishing flight schools at colleges around the nation but
refused to do so at any of the Black colleges. A Howard University
student lodged a lawsuit protest, and thanks to mounting

pressure fronBlack newspapers, the NAACP, and sympathetic
government leaders, including President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
his wife Eleanor, the "Tuskegee Experiment" was begun. A flight
school was founded at the histofiuskegee University in

Alabama, and On July 19, 1941, the Army Air Corps initiated the
programo (https://www.military.com/history/the-tuskegee-

airmen.html)
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TUSKEGEE AIRMEN FACTS:

U The Tuskegee pilots shot down 40@@&rman

U Destroyed 950 units of ground transportation and sank a destroyer with nmagbée guns alone
accomplishment.
U Not onkiendly bomber was lost to enemy aircraft during 2000 escort missions!!

U Reflecting their superior performance, they were called "Bl&&&rBisohs ayiiity the
nickname of "Black Redtail Angels" by the Americans (becaugengétbe theid aad nalhr
tails).

The Black R 0 S ? s@v@dup in force during WWII, while many tbieir husbands

fought overseas the women stayed behiiddore thanhalf -million A Bl ack Rosi eds o
worked alongside their white counterparts in the war effort. Coming from throughout the United
States, these @Bl acd&insipymrdseaddSactorieatomgkadrdadst i r el e s s
inside administrative offices and elsewtl@eie fight both the foreign enemy of authoritarianism

abroad and the familiar enemy of racism at hartRRandle, 2021)
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Approximatelythree years after the endl WWII, on July 26, 1948,President
Truman signed an executive orderend segregation in tta@med forces which
lead manypeople thinking, if this can happen in the militarghy notfor civilians.

Paul RobesaHthe civil Rights icon that

most people never hebof this multitalented
individual was a star football player at Rutgers, a
actor, and singerln 1946 Robeson and six
ot hers met with Truman
in the south after WWII to pass new legislation
fiThe issue of lynching became an important issu
with the end of World War Il. Anumber of
returning African American veterans were lynche
as southern racists sought to reinforce the racial
castesystem andvere frightened at the prospect
that African Ameican veterans had taken seriousl|
the official U.S. position that the war was a war f
democracy and that Nazi Germany was a
murderous, racist, totalitarian regime. The brutal
beating and blinding of veterdsaac Woodarih
South Carolina on February 12 , 1946 provoked national oubr@yalker, 2014)Robeson
confroned Trumanin the Oval Officeandafter a brief spat Truman did not want to hear from
Robeson and abruptly cut the meeting short.

ynchin

Robeson became a global icon and by far the most popular and celebrated Black icon of
the time, not only in the United States buerseas. Unfortunately, his views did not sit well
with the U.S. government where Robeson waligned with Russia. With his views and Civil
Rights activism Robeson was seen as enemy by the U.S. government and was eventually
blacklisted.
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"No Known Restrictions: NAACP Attorney Thurgood Marshall by Thomas J.
O'Halloran, 1957 (LOCHWY pingnewscomis marked withCC PDM 1.0

May 17,1954, Brown vs. The Board of Educatieterturns
Plessy vs. Ferqusni1896 that segregation is leg&uture

supreme court justic'EhUI'QOOd Marshall argued fothe

landmarkcasethat consisted of five cases consolidated are. During

the trialsupreme court Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson passed aiaye

President Eisenhower appointed California GoveEast Warren to

replace him.Warrenwrotet hat @i n the field of put
doctrineof6 separ ate but equal & has no place, 6 as se€e
Asaresultt he Court ruled that the plaintiffs were
laws guaranteed by the'lAmendment o

August 28,1955 the lynching oEmmett Till afterfalsely

being accused of whistling atahite womarbrought national
headlines. Tehow the severity of hignchingMamie Till, his
mother, decided to have an open casket funeral.

December 1, 195%he day that catapulted tiavil Rights
Movement whelR0OSa ParkSefused to give up her seat to a white
man on a bus in Montgomery Alabamder arrest ledo the

Montgomery Bus Boycothat lasted one yeaihe impact of

Rosa Parkactionscannotbe understated that teegnificanceof her

actions broughthange that effected generations of people until this

day. In 1999, Parks was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal,

the highest honor the United States bestows on a civil@m

October 242005,when she passed away at the age ofshiz became the first woman in

the nationds history to |ie in state at the
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"4 - The U.S. Civil Rights Movementty U.S. Embassy
The Haguss licensed undelCC BYND 2.0

September 7, 1957The integration of

Central High Schoah Little Rock

Arkansas. Nine Black students were

blocked from entering the high school

known as the ALiIittle Rock
President Eisenhower had to deploy Federal

Troops to aid in integratian

February 1, 1960Sit-InS at a Woolworthin Greensboro Nortlafter four college
studentsEzell Blair Jr., =g
David Richmond, Franklin ®
McCain and Joseph

McNeil refused to move from
an allwhite lunch counter.
These sHins started similar
acts of civil disobedience
throughoutthe south, and
evaluatethe limits of na-
violent protest, as protesters
were spit on hit, and beaten by
counter protestersNon-

Violent protestwasenactedoy Martin Luther KingJr. and fellowBlack pastors inl957.
A tactic thatGandhisuccessfullyused toprotestBritish settlement and colonization of
India.
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Ella Baker is a civil rights

powerhouset does not get

the recognition as others during

the era.flnspired by the

historicbus boycotin

Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955,

Baker cofounded the

organization In Friendship to

raise money for the civil rights

movement in th&South In 1957

she met with a group of

Southern black ministers and

helped form the&Southern

Christian Leadership

ConferencgSCLC) to coordinate reform efforts throughout the Soihartin Luther

King Jr.served astheGL Cb6s first president and Baker as
in 1960 to help student leaders of college activist groups organizgttisent Nonviolent
Coordinating Committe¢SNCC). With her guidance and encouragement, SNCC became

one of the foremost advocates tarmanrightsin the country. Her influence was
reflected in the nickname she acquired: AFun
teaches a craft to the next generati(irhe Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannic2021)

Ella Baker believed in grassroots working from the ground up, where the future
was with the youth Baker is also responsible for mentoring merging actildéane

Nash, Stokely Carmichael, anBob Moses

—
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June 11,1963,Alabama Governor
George Wallacetood inthe doorway
at the University of Alabama to halt
integration. After refusing téet two
Black students from entering,
Presdent John F. Kennedyalled on
the United States Nation&8uard to
protect and aid in integration.

—
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In 1960six Black children in
New Orleans passed an exam to
integrateand all white elementary
school. While families of two
decided to stay itheir school
three knownasMcDonogh Three
went to McDonogh Elementary.
while Ruby Bridgesamily
decided tosendRuby toWilliam
Frantz Elementary School On
November 141960,Ruby, had to
be escorted by Federal Marshads
attend the schoalueto the
constant threats.
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August 28,1963, The March on Washingtorhat some say was the pinnaole

"Martin Luther King Jr National Historic SiteJy National Park Servicés licensed unde€C BY 2.0

Martin L utshueeraheleiveledtt iSonic and historigall _Have a

D r e aspe&chon the steps of the Lincoln MemoriaWith an estimated 25000 in
attendance King addressé@edoms and joband to high light the ecomuic and social
disparities for African Americans.
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June 12,1963, Medgar Evers acivil
rights activist and anembe of the NAACP was
assassinated outside of his homeMississippi. |
Justicewas notserveduntil 1994 when his case was |
reopened.

Septemberl5, 1963, four girls are killed and several injured

after a church bombing &6th St. Baptist Churcin
Birmingham Alabama leading to protest.

The four girls killed in the bombing (atkwise from top left): Addie Mae
Collins, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, and Carol Denise McNair

"Malcolm X: I'm for truth, no mider who tells
it." by Paulsaseepwalkeris licensed undeCC B¥\D 2.0

“I'm for truth,
no matter who tells it.|

February 21, 1965,Civil rights iconMalcolm Xas s e
m for justice,
assassinated while rallying for members for the Nation of |[INREGRRRVINIE

Islam. for or against.” ' o
MALCOLM X
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March 7, 1965 TheMarchto Selma

that also include®loody Sunday
brought internationadttention when Martin
Luther King alongwith Southern Christian
Leadership Counc{ISCLC)and theStudent
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC)attempted to register black voters.
Opposition from local authorities hampdr

efforts until the U.S. governmeptovided safe
passage foMarchers from Selma telontgomery

James Mekedith onJune 6, 196avieredith embarked

on a sold220-mile trip through the Mississippi Delta to
highlight the passingf the Voters Right Act of 1965 to
encourage black to vosnd highlightracial oppressianOn

his second day from his trip from MemphidN to Jackson,
MS hewas shot and wounded Byibrey James Norvell

After Meredith lay wounded and recovered organizers
continuedhis march and amassed 15,000 people arriving in
Jackson Mississippi on June 2866. As aesult,4,000

Bl ack Mi s segidgesedtpyoiean o s

During this March bottMartin Luther
King Jr. andStokely Carmichaelmarched side by
side, however, the different generations had
opposing views. By this time ML&nonviolent
protest was beginning to subside while Carraéth
opposedhis creating a shift in ideals in tHi&ack
community.

—
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October 19660riginally the Black Panther Party of Self Defensertame was changed
simply to theBlack Panther Partyrounded in

Oakland California bfHuey Newton

andBobby Seal@fter the assassination

of Malcolm X andto addressheissue of
police brutality in the African American
community. The Black Panther Party was
militant group which they did natgree
completelywi t h Mar ti n thoort h
violent protest and wermore in line by
Mal colm X6s fAby dny m
mantra. Lateron, Stokely Carmichael
becamdgihonor ary pri me mi
developing thdlack power movementThis
Afro Trinidadian Americarwas leader of the
StudentNon-Violent Coordinating Committee
and after changing his approattbm non

violent protesthe eventually became leader of thé-Af r i can Peopl eds Revo
Party.

April 4, 1968,while in MemphisTennessee
protesting a saration strike Martin Luther

King Jr.wasstruck downbyaa s sassi no6s
bullet on thebalcony of thd_orraine Motel

Later, authorities capturedames Earl Ragf

murder Raydiedapproximately 30 years
later.
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October 16, 1968Mexico City, Mexico during the
Olympics sprinterd ommie SmithandJohn

Car|083ive the black power salute protest of the

treatment of African Americartsackhome. Later, the
sacrifice Australian sprinter Peter Nornfaced after
supportingSmith and Carlowvill be mentioned.

Wyomia Tyusn that same day in Mexico

Tyus also made history by becoming the first
person to win backOOm gold medals 20 years
before Carl Lewis.Unfortunately overshadowed
by Smith and Carlos her subfleotestwas not
seen and lonfprgotten. Instead of the required
white shorts Tyus wore dark blue stsaith the
protest against racissymbol.

The Olympic Project for Human Rightgas to

highlightand protest against segregatinrthe U.S. and elsewhere. gm&%
This patch was displayed on Olympians suclf@mmie Smith, FOR

HUMAN
RIGHTS

John Carlos, Peter Norman, Wyomia Tyarsl othersluring
the 1968 Olympics.
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December 4,1969,Chicagdandnative and leader
Fred Hampton of the Chicago Chapter of ttigdack

PantherParty wasexecutechy Cook County Police while
working with the FBI andChicago Police Department while
conducting a raidHampton was a revolutionary, as the
creator of theRainbow Coalitiorhe was capable to relate
and recruit various races and ethnicities for his cause. The
multicultural leadeworked alongwith the Young Patriota

poor white southern group from Appalachésiding in
Chicagobs Upt owdtheMangddrdsadatihoo od an
street gang thdiecame a civil and human rights organizatod

created alliances witkarious Chicago gangs for a common cause.

Unlike the former Spanish colonies where intermarriage was encouraedtoi t en o t he

nation, in the United States this was illegal in certain staledne 12, 196 #he Supreme
Courtannounced/ i r gi ni ads i addéhe ¥ Arnendmentin tkelovingiv.o |
Virginia case About a year and a half lateround the timé'he Civil Rights Movement was
coming to an enchistory was maden November 22, 1968nthe television show Star

Trek with thefirst interacialkissseen on American televisiomNichelle Nicholswasfirst African
Americanwoman to havea continuing cestarring role on televisionGroundbreaking for the
time, years later after this accomplishment she makes history once agatostetvVilliam

Shatner
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PostCivil Rights Era

Black history during the 1970was achange in identy from early to mid1970swith the
introduction ofBlaxploitatiormnovies.

Prior to blaxploitéion movies black were
normally seen as passivedasubservient

Don't mess aroun with..

( )| to whitesthis changed since it ushered a
| ® ()x new era oBlackidentity. Black people
| ( wereheroesand no longer the sidekick
’]; () with its setbackef negative tereotypes,

no longer taking ordensith confidence
andbravery. The negative stereotypes
includeBlacks living in the ghetto,
glorifying pimps,andprostittion.

Around thesame time
blaxploitation movies were in abundance

in Chicagg aninnovatorand business masy the name oDon Corneliusas

She's the meanest chick in town!

creating a black show similar to AmericBandstand, that show would bBoul Train

This cultural phenomendmad famous acts such lelsrvin Gaye Smokey Robinsagrirhe
Jackson 5and many moreThe showedlack pride and culture for theationto see.Cornelius
was the first African American teave his own syndicatddlevisionshowafter getting
patnership with local company JohnsBroducts Company the maker of AfateenSoul
Train received nationaladication.

August 111973at 1520 Sedgewick Ave
Bronx New Yorkihe back to school party that
changeceverything Long time Bronx resident

Clive Campbell ak®J Kool Hereound

an innovative way to play music ugrtwo turn

tables playing the same recdotusingon the

rhythm or beat section of theadk.. Clive

Campbell &o began to speak over the tracks
something that was common in his native country

of Jamaica Thus Hip-Hopwas officially
bornmakinghistoty.
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The Rumble in The Jungle

OnOct ober 30, 19Mubaninfede Gr e a

Ali and heavy weight champiddeorge Foreman

foughtin Zaire, modern day Congo, that some say
was the best sporting event in thé'2@ntury. Prior
to cementinghimsedis t he fAgwaeat est , 0
salso a civil rights icon andritic of the Vietnam
i mmm'mmmm” War. After refusing tq in!ist in the war, the(hassiqs
R”” l [ . & Clay, was strippedf his titleandwas sentenced five
yearsin 1967that was not served. After missing out
of his prime years faabout3 years Ali returned to
[ T2 ASHSE 6k oo e B the ring. After convertingtoIslamintieear |y 7006 s
HS HEAVYWES mmmxsmmmc‘””’ Ali returned to the ring.Prior to theRumble in The
Jungle Ali had 17 fights leading to the fight

including two losses one thoe Frazier and

another tden Norton Ali trained in Africa for

the fight where he rallied the locals s favor.
Chant i Bgmé i lim), Ali won the crowd. During the fight Ali wasine years older
and not astrong as Foreman, so Ali usedsh talk to anger Foreman and Bape a Dopé¢o
tire his stronger opponenThe results was historic, Ali knocked dtdreman in the'8round
and reclaimed the heavyeight title.
Just afer the nations beéentennial ABC broadcasting took a gamble and aired the

epicROOt®inis eri es after Alex Haleyds novel. Janu

masses and showed a harsh and accurate glimpse what slavery was like appydklidaieme
odd years prior when slavery was abolished.

Black history during th&d980shad an abundant of firste’hich is not going to be
mentionedduringthis decade On November 2, 1983

President RondlReagarmace Martin Luther

King Jr. Day a federal holiday that is
observednthe third Monday in JanuaryA month
laterDecember 31983,the music landscape
changed foreverith Mi_Cc h a e | J a (
smashhit Thriller that debutedn MTV. fBut the
album's success can't be measured by sales alon{
As Jackson moonwalked his way into music
history, "Thriller" set a new benchmark for
blockbusters that changed how the music business
promoted and marketed superstar releases. It also changed kaking down the
cable network'sacial barriersand raising the bar for video qualiy(Mitchell, 2009)
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In 1983 during an MTV intervienDavid Bowie

addressed the issue of racism onrieevork. Bowie husband of
|Mayand an extraordinary musicianought the issue to the

forefront.

Black history during thd990sThe
beginning of the decade was highlightsd
police brutality thaBlack peoplenave been
voicing for decades. It was finally seen

worldwidewhenmotoristRodney Kingas

caughton cameraetting beateiby Los Angeles
police officers AOn March 3, 1991, King was
violently beaten by LAPD officers during his
arrest for fleeing and evading @alifornia State
Route 210A civilian, George Holliday filmed
the incident from his nearby balcony and sent the footage to local news Kf&tiAn The
footage clearly showed King being beaten repeatedly, and the incidemowered by news
media around the world (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney King) On April 29,1992 aftera
predominately white jury deliberated for 7 daysfobnd ur whi t e ofihthecer s A no1
beating of King. The resultsa community fed up and enraged, the beginniny@LA riots had
begun. The riots lasted for abo6tdays with 1 billion in damages, approximately 60 deaths,
16,000 riot related crimeg,000 fires,andabout 14,000 troopdeployedt is understandable to
the staggering price tag.

The Rodney King beatinigrought to lightracid injusticeand
the uncomfortable topic of race that divided Amerit@nically
approximatelyfive weeks prioyon January27,1991 across the nation
in TampaFlorida Super Bowl XX/ national anthenunified a nation

At the age of 27, ten days after the Gulf War be ithe
Houstonsang the greatestndition of theStar Spangle Banner .
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Since 2000 we seen a lot of first that are not
going to be mentioneexcept forone. In
2005 a natural disaster demonstrated how a
personb6s soci al e deon i

and death situationHurricane

Katrina pounded New Orleans causing

levees to collapse under thmmense
hurricane winds and storm surgéhe
population of New Orleans at theng was
approximatelys0% African American,
unfortunatelymany ofthe Black peopleesided
in low lying areas susceptible to floodinthese

areas at time would be easily 10 feet below sea levehavel the deepest of waters where many
had to climb onto rooftops to escape the floodiNg. real plan was in placd you hadmoney,

you couldtake a planehus, ortrain the poor was forced to ride out thersn with thousands
heading to the super dome.

November 42008,Barack

Obamabecame théirst African

American president of the United States.

Born from a white mother and a Kenyan

father, Obamavon approximately 53% of

the popular vote tédrizona Senatodohn

Mc C a iapproxémate 460. Four years

later Obama defeated Mitt Romney to

become awo-termpresident.In theeight

years as Commander in Chi€fbama,

racked up some impressive accolades.
Obamacareending theyreat recessigrsaving the U.S. auto industrggpture and killing Osama

Bin Laden,andFought for LGBTQ rights and marriagecluding many moreDur i ng Obama 0
tenuretechnology advanced by leaps and bounidse device that is &eline to us all the cell

phone changed wheBteve JobsmtroducedtheiPhonein January 2007 with a launaiJune

that same yearAlthoughlaunched attheend 8fr e s i dent GepresidercytWilas B u s h 6 ¢
not until the & generatiorthat a video camera was introduced. Along with Android phones
peopleessentially havpocket computersyhich can domany things, one of them capturing

video. And with these videos, maroan finally see the horrible truth that happens in black

communities for a long timgolice kilings of black merandthe brutality of people of colar
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On February 272012, Trayvon Martin was killedby community watch captain George

Zimmermani n Fl orida, with the states controversi a
Similar in nature to the killing of a your8jack male with Emmitt
Till in the 1950svhich contributed to the Civil Rights Movement,
Martinds deat h madererstatedqnoihdrt a | of h
movementBlack Lives Matter August 9,2014,a police shooting
in Ferguson Missuri added fuel to the flames. Mike Browan
unarmedlack teen was shot by police six times resulting in
Browns lifeless body remaining in the center of the strébe
aftermatha movement has risen Black LivesMatter,and some
would call thedisruptorswho would not be ignoredRiotslasted
for over a week with attempts Ferguson officers not only
attempting to stoghe violence but suppress tlieedom of press
by arresting journalists from doirigeir jobs. Black LivesMatter
received more notorietyuring Ferguson butontinuedts mission
in later police shootingsSummer of 2016 with the killing divo
blackmen Alton Sterling andPhilando _Castile, in the
hands of the policdays apartaptured by video made national
headlines
A couple of months later the issuepaflice brutality was
brought back on the national stage during the San Francisco

Giants thirdpreseasogame. People noticed thaarterbackColin Kaeperniczkd not

stand for the national antherithe postgameinterview Kaeperniclexplainedi am not going to
stand up to show pride in a flag for a country thgtresse8lack peopleand people of color. To
me, this is bigger than football and it would be selfish on my part to look the other way. There
are bodies in the street and people getting paid leave and getting away with'muneer
following game of the preseason Kaenick received advised from a veteran that kneeling
would more appropriatéuring his protest. Along withcouple ofteammateshe decision to

kneel beeme commoykneelingbeganspreading tather teams throughout the NFL.
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January 26,202Q a helicopter crash in Calabaszaliforniakilling nine, including

1 Kobe Bl Yantand13yearold daughteiGianna

created shockwaves across the glohgiear removed
after winning an Oscar, Bryant waansitioning to his
second act after basketball with a tremendous amount of
time focusing on his familgnd the support of women
athletics. The peoplavho he touche was incredible
wheretributes from the NBA, NHLUFC, PGA, soccer,
and tennis players-ans fromindia, Philippines Italy,
andUnited States were paintimguralsin his honoy
Br y ant 8ignifie$ thaimpgortance sportsin our
daily lives.

|

"KobeBryant' by WDPG sharés licensed unde€C BY 2.0

May 25, 2020 Memorial Day, a day where two events oneGentral Parland

another ilMinneapoliswith the death o6George Floydshows that the United States has a long
way to go on the subject on raaed police brutality The incicent in Central Parls an example
of aseries of events in recent years where white women would call the policeramily
African Americans also other people of color for doing daily activitiésa r eon hsow Kk n o wn
as hascalledpoliceon Blacksfor doing the following activities:

1. Barbecuing &aa park
Sitting in a Starbucks
Shopping at a CVS
Selling water
Mowing lawns
Going to the store
Returning from a late night at work
Playing golf
Staying at an Airbnb
Napping on a couch
Visiting a pool
Running ausiness
Cashing a check

SourcelUSA Today
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Chri sti an a n(dotralated)nctient made natisnal headlingseto thelengths
Amy Cooper went to attempt to get Christian arrested. The video $terwsing an elevated
voice and distress to appear as if her life was in imminent darrgler choking her dog in the
process.By the time the police arrived at the scene thag both left. Recently, it was reported
911 had called her back, she stated @taistian tried to assault her. Tresults fronthe
incidentwere swift, Amy lost her job once she was identified and temporarily got her dog taken
away from her. Now shiacespossiblgail time for filing a false police report. Asrasult,
some local governments are attemptimgurb this trend by arresting people who file false
police reports.

Slightly over 1,100 miles away in Minneapdlgerthat eveningseorge Floydvas

getting arrested fqposSiblypassing off a counterfeit bill to pay for cigaretteResponding
officersDerek Chauvin, Tadhao, James Alexander Kuengdalrhomas Kiernan Larerrested
Floyd while on lookers watched and recordédtial video shows officer Chauvin callously
kneeling orF | o ynekk fer9 minutes an@®9 seconds while Floydan be heard repeatedly
saying "l can't breathe", "Please”, and "MdmA second video was released later showing that
the other two officers Kueng and Lane kneeling on his torso and his legs. With the combined
compression of three men there was no #ayd could havgottenup. While onlookers

pleaded to the officers to get off him and to check his pulse, itogdate George Floyd died in
the hands ofhepolice sparking global movemenind proteslike no other

"File:Protest against pate violence-
Justice for George Floyd, May 26, 2020
25.Jpg" by Fibonacci Blusds licensed
underCC BY 2.0
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"Protest against police violenceJustice for George
Floyd" by Fibonacci Bluas licensed undeCC BY 2.0

"A protester at 38th Street and S.
Chicago Avenu@ Minneapolis on
Tuesday after the death of George
Floyd in Minneapolis,

Minnesota"by Lorie Shaulls licensed
under CC B¥SA 2.0
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"The Day Miami
Burned" by Mike Shaheeis
licensed underCC BY 2.0

"DSC03302by BAMCorps licensed undelCC B¥SA
2.0
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